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Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 
Minutes 

Tuesday 28 November 2017 
6.30pm-8.00pm, Staff Room 

 

Parents Council Members Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Morven Langley (Football, 
Communications), Emma Forson, Claire Probert (Treasurer), Fiona Brien, Helen Szoor-McElhinney, 
Louise Logan, Jamie Deas, Carol Malkin, Vera Norton, Nicole Johnston, Morag Place, Hilary Brown, 
Dominique Meunier 

Co-opted Member Attendees: Susan Imrie (Head Teacher), Val Henry (Depute Head Teacher), Allyson 
Munro, Christine Campbell, Councillor Phil Doggart (attended for items 8-14 but update included under 
item 3) 

Other Attendees: Councillor Scott Arthur, Andrea McKenzie, Siobhan Faughnan, Hannah George, Ian 
Findlay 

Apologies: Fiona Damen, Caroline Morrison, Kirsten Davie, Veronica Ruiz Abou-Nigm, Sue-Ella Holmes, 
Kirsten Carter McKee 

Minutes: Christine Stewart (Clerk) 

 
 
1. Approval of previous minutes 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th October 2017 were approved.  Approving and 
circulating them in advance of the meeting was agreed to be a better system. The Parent 
Council newsletter continues to be well-received. 
 
2. P7 Pupils – JRSO Update 

 
Mrs Henry introduced three P7 JRSOs (Junior Road Safety Officers).  The JRSOs want to  
improve road safety for pupils as they arrive at and leave school.  They went out to survey traffic 
around the school one Monday morning, and they noticed that parents dropping off children saw 
them and parked further away, not on the give-way lines as usual. Parent Council felt that this 
was a really interesting point.  Other problems that the JRSOs observed included: residents 
parking where they shouldn’t be, children running across the road in front of cars, cars going too 
fast.  As a result they plan to target children about road safety and to target adults about for 
parking/driving issues.  They have created a set of leaflets to distribute to pupils, parents and 
residents close to the school. They have also spoken to pupils at assembly asking them to talk 
to their mums and dads about the issue.  They will survey traffic again to see if their actions 
have had an impact.   
 
Recently, a coach transporting pupils back from a school trip couldn’t drive up Buckstone Road 
because it couldn’t get past parked cars.  Emergency vehicles have the right to bump cars out 
of the way, and this is a useful point to bring to the attention of residents. Communication about 
parking needs to stress about the importance of emergency vehicles getting through. 
Encouraging residents to reverse park in their driveways would also help road safety.   
 
It was suggested that parking issues could be mentioned when families join the school and Mrs 
Imrie proposed that the JRSO’s attend P1 induction meetings.   
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3. Councillor Update 
 
Councillor Scott Arthur provided the following update: 
Traffic issues: Scott followed up on traffic issues after last meeting and traffic wardens HAVE 
been seen up here more regularly, which is great.  The situation about free bus passes for 
travelling from Buckstone to Boroughmuir High School is now being reassessed, given the High 
School’s new location. 
Bonfire: He is aware of, and following up on, the mess left after the bonfire in the park. 
Mount Hooly Loan contractors: He is speaking to them to check that disruption is limited. 
Buckstone Crescent derelict property: A recent bank-led court case to re-possess this 
property has failed, but another attempt is being started. The Council has the power to make 
compulsory purchases (unlike banks) so Scott will pursue this in parallel. 
Emergency services: An ambulance couldn’t gain access recently to a house on the 
Waterboard development because of parked cars. 
 
Any other questions:  
Could parking on the Buckstone Gate approach to the school, round into Buckstone Circle, be 
restricted to one side of the road?  Scott noted that there was a consultation about this a few 
years ago.  He suggested that raising access issues is a more effective route.  
 
Councillor Phil Doggart provided the following update: 
Sports pitches:  The use of football and hockey pitches around the city is being affected by an 
issue with the availability of goal posts.  Scott and Phil are chasing up on this.  
Council consultations: The Council is currently consulting residents about its’ 2018/19 budget.  
The school holiday consultation is now closed and Phil will follow up on the outcomes and level 
of response. 
 
4. Diversity and Inclusion – Progress update 
 
At the 26th October meeting, it was agreed that Helen Szoor-McElhinney and Brian Chalmers 
would work together on Parent Council inclusiveness and diversity, and that the constitution 
would be reviewed.  A sub-group will be formed in this area.  A key action is to look to other 
Edinburgh schools to see what is done elsewhere, and to select elements of best practice to 
bring back to Buckstone.  On the suggestion of Scott Arthur, Brian and Helen have already had 
a very interesting meeting with Crerar Christie, immediate past Chair of Oxgangs Primary 
School Parent Council.   Mrs Imrie mentioned the ‘EMPOWERING	  SCHOOLS	  A	  CONSULTATION	  ON	  THE	  
PROVISIONS	  OF	  THE	  EDUCATION	  (SCOTLAND)	  BILL’	  and will send this information to Helen.   

 
5. Mrs Imrie Update 
 
Christmas Fair: A huge thank you to the Fundraising Committee for all aspects of a fantastic 
and very busy night. 
New hall: The hall is nearing completion; flooring and seats are about to be installed, followed 
by snagging.  The GP room and link corridor are at the snagging stage and still under the 
control of the contractors.  Everything is progressing well. The school has a ‘wish list’ for the 
hall.  Some items are out for procurement and some are under discussion. 
School reception: The proposed changes to the school reception (adding doors to create a 
holding area) are still planned; the school is finding out what is happening with this. 
Learning and Teaching: Two head teachers visited the school recently as part of our self-
improving schools group, and follow-up staff discussions are now being held.  Also, three 
Buckstone staff visited another primary school to exchange and gain ideas, which are already 
being implemented.  The Bonus Ball sharing learning scheme for senior staff and pupils is 
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underway and very enjoyable.  Learning Stories are well underway and practice is being shared 
across each class. 
Eco Team: The Eco Team is up and running and is open to the whole school from nursery to 
P7.  The school is looking for a parent rep to join the group.  The Team meet with staff at 
lunchtimes (day of the week varies).  Recycling and litter will be their main focuses to begin 
with. Andrea McKenzie, who works for recycling organisation Changeworks, offered to 
exchange ideas with the Team.  Vera Norton will be gardening with the school in the better 
weather, and suggested that this could include recycling of materials.  Gardening was also 
agreed to be an area where grandparents and other members of the community could be 
involved. 
Book week: Book Week is in full swing; a visit from a librarian has taken place and a story-teller 
is visiting tomorrow.  Reading is an area that the school is focusing on. 
School Improvement Plan: The Plan is ready and will be circulated to all parents. Thanks to 
Jamie Deas for his input. 
 
6. Buckstone Primary 40th Birthday/Hall Opening 

 
This December is the 40th anniversary of the official opening of Buckstone Primary School.  
The celebrations for this will be wrapped together with the celebrations for the opening of the 
new hall.   The school is looking for ideas for the celebrations and it was agreed to reach out to 
children and parents.  It was also agreed to form a sub-group of children, parents and staff to 
work on this: Hilary Brown and Claire Probert volunteered for this. Mrs Imrie noted that it is 
possible to contact all of the head-teachers including the very first one, Jean Blackadder.   
There will be an official ‘ribbon cutting’ of the hall, but numbers will be limited for this, so the 
school also wants a celebration that includes everyone.  A 70s theme day was suggested. 

 
7. Fundraising Committee – Update on Christmas Fair 

 
Caroline Morrison sent her apologies and her thanks to helpers, parents, children and attendees 
for Friday’s Fair.  Emma Forson noted that it seems to be getting easier and easier to set up the 
Fair, with more parents dropping in to help, and fantastic support from staff.  The estimated 
combined total raised by the Christmas Fair and Christmas cards is £4.5k – a fantastic total.   
 
The committee will definitely not repeat ‘silly string ‘ again; attempts have been made to clear it 
up from the playground and it will eventually dissolve in heavy rain.  There has been good 
feedback on the Christmas Cards this year and two volunteers (Karen Howe and Elaine Wastle) 
put in a huge amount of work.  When issues arose - outwith their control - it was difficult to move 
print deadlines.   
 
The committee has nothing more planned in 2017, but might try a uniform sale in January. On 
the subject of uniform, there was feedback that the images of the Buckstone school uniform 
items on the Borders Embroideries website no longer show the school logo.  Brian Chalmers 
will follow up on why this has changed.    

 
8. School Photos 

 
The school recently trialled Coldwells Art Company to take school photographs.  Feedback on 
this has been mixed across the school, with negative feedback on poor quality, awkward poses, 
eyes closed, lack of attention to detail, rushed approach, poor customer service and more 
expensive than previously.  There is an issue around missing images for some pupils - P1s are 
particularly affected - and the school is awaiting clarification from the company.  However, some 
parents have been very happy with what they have received, and being able to mix and match 
from different packs was positive.  Brian Chalmers suggested that the % cash back received by 
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the school is a good benchmark indicator as to how many parents had ordered photos 
compared with other photo sessions.   It was noted that the day after Hallowe’en is not the ideal 
timing for taking school photos!  
 
Hannah George said that, based on research that she obtained from another primary school, 
Coldwells was the only viable alternative to Tempest.   Mrs Imrie suggested that it is worth 
reviewing the whole issue of school photographs, what is taken (e.g. class photos vs individual) 
and the impact on learning, as it does cause disruption.  It was agreed to put school photos 
back on the agenda for the next Parent Council meeting. 

 
A big photo of all pupils and all staff was suggested as part of the 40th birthday celebrations.  
 
9. School litter – impact on surrounding areas 
 
One parent had fed back to Brian about litter blowing into the woods from the school.  The 
school is aware that pupils are putting their rubbish in the bins, but squirrels drag it back out, 
even if the bins have flaps.  Suggested actions included: researching squirrel-proof bins, no 
packaging for snacks, having snacks inside, lining the bottom of the perimeter fence.  The Eco 
Team is going to look at this issue, and Brian will feed this back to the parent concerned.  

 
10. Musical instruments – specifically in P4 

 
There has been a parent-led request to boost the musical instrument tuition available to pupils, 
possibly by introducing tuition after school. In addition to weekly music teaching by class 
teachers, the Council currently provides one day of IMS (Instrumental Music Services) tuition 
per week, including cello from P4 onwards.  The view was expressed that the opportunity for 
cello tuition is very limited – Mrs Imrie said that there are various factors in this, the availability 
of instruments being one (and some cellos are needing replaced or repaired).  Other 
opportunities provided by the Council include the NYCOS (National Youth Choir of Scotland) 
singing block, P4 ukulele tuition and P6&7 brass tuition.     

 
The following actions were agreed as a starting point: 
• To research whether there is still City-wide free tuition available to all pupils on a Friday 

afternoon / Saturday morning, at locations around Edinburgh, as was the case at one time. 
• To reach out to parents, and potentially the local community, to find out if anyone is willing 

and able to teach music classes after school.   
• To approach the Boroughmuir Music Department to find out if Sixth Year pupils could help, 

similar to the Sports Leaders who come to the school to work with pupils.   
• Thereafter to investigate options for private teachers, who may not necessarily be that 

expensive, especially if music students were involved. 
 
11. Logistics of P2 Cloakroom 
 
The P2 entrance hall and cloakroom are combined.  This means that on rainy or snowy days, 
the children are sitting on a wet floor to change their shoes and getting their uniforms wet.  Mrs 
Imrie will speak to the teachers about possible options that take into account that the P2 door is 
a fire exit, and which also avoid taking the wet through into the classroom carpet areas.  

 
12. State of the toilets 
 
The P2 toilets have flooded a couple of times – Mrs Imrie fed back that this was due to paper 
towels being put down the toilets, not necessarily by P2s, and that all affected areas have been 
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deep cleaned.  There were mixed thoughts about replacing paper towels with electric hand 
driers.  
 
In terms of the décor of the toilets, Mrs Imrie would prefer not to have decal / sticker type 
decoration, but murals could be a good option.  It would be worth reaching out to parents about 
this.  Potentially there might be corporate volunteer teams who could help with painting.  Hilary 
Brown and Margo Melotte have also offered to assist with this. 
 
There was parent feedback that some of the toilets are quite smelly.   An automatic air 
freshener spray might help: Mrs Imrie will get pupil feedback on this before potentially raising it 
with Facilities Management.  The upper school toilets are not on any programme for 
improvement, but again Mrs Imrie will raise this with Facilities Management.  
 
13. Finances   
  
Claire Probert reported that we are in good financial health, with £18k in the main Parent 
Council bank account, after paying for the hall seating and before the £4.5k from the Fair and 
Christmas cards is banked.   Funds keep accruing and we are in the extremely fortunate 
position of needing to look at what to fund.  In the past, Parent Council used to select two areas 
at the start of each year to focus funding on.  It was agreed to reinstate this, with one of the two 
themes for this year being the new hall.  Mrs Imrie will be in a position shortly a wish list for the 
hall, e.g. electric blinds, to Parent Council.  She also noted that the Council’s school designer 
will be visiting the school soon to look at different areas, including the library, which may 
generate further suggestions. In the area of support for learning, Mrs Henry mentioned software 
licenses to assist children with dyslexia. It was also agreed to reach out to parents for their 
ideas on items or projects to fund.  Everything will brought to Parent Council and prioritised.  
 
The school recently indicated that it would be unlikely to continue to fund the Sumdog licenses.  
There has been parent feedback on whether this can be reinstated. Mrs Imrie explained that the 
main reason for not continuing is that is not being well-used across the school as a teaching 
and learning resource.  Mr Hyde is reviewing all options.  

 
14. A.O.B  
 
Health and safety: There were reports of a couple of incidents of children falling near the sand 
pit in the slippy, wet conditions. Mrs Imrie will speak to Mr Greig tomorrow about this.  Mrs Imrie 
asked parents to alert her immediately to any health and safety issues.  At assemblies, pupils 
are reminded not to run at the sand pit corner. 
Volunteering for school trip: Recently the school texted all parents with an urgent request for 
a helper for a P7 school trip.  A parent had asked if there is a better way to deal with this.  
Hannah George explained that when this sort of help is needed, the school approaches, in the 
first instance, the parents of children taking part in the trip, then all parents in that year group, 
and then finally all parents across the school.  This only happens when the trip is in danger of 
being cancelled due to insufficient pupil to adult ratios, and it was agreed to be a reasonable 
action on the school’s behalf. 
Learning support committee:  Val Henry confirmed that two parent volunteers so far for this 
sub-group, which will review support for learning and explore what can be done better.  Mrs 
Henry will schedule a meeting before Christmas, and attempt to link in with any other parent-led 
initiatives locally.   
Administration: A parent has asked about the possibility of making letters and permission slips 
downloadable.  Hannah George noted that most permissions are now dealt with by ticking a box 
on ParentPay, and the school only sends out a form if they need to ask something more. She 
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confirmed that it is now possible for more than one parent from the same family to receive 
emails. It is very helpful to the admin team if all parents complete forms and payments on time.   
RSS feed: It was requested that teachers include their class name in the title of RSS posts as 
there are so many different class feeds, but Mrs Imrie said that instead it is now possible to 
request only certain pages by unfollowing, then refollowing, the feed. 
 


