
Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 

Minutes 

Tuesday 29th of January 2019 

6.30pm-8.30pm, Staff Room  

 

Parent Council Member Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Fiona Damen (Deputy), Jamie Deas, Nicole 
Johnston, Caroline Leburn, Jeanie Hill, Claire Probert, Morag Place, Lisa Sykes, Emma Forson. 

Co-opted Member Attendees: Mrs Imrie, Mrs Henry, Mrs Cross, Mrs Tweedie, Miss Martin. 

Other Attendees: Neil Williamson, Christine Stewart, Margaret Walker, Scott Arthur 

Apologies: Anna Hind, Sue-Ella Holmes, Suzanne Murray, Caroline Morrison 

Minutes:  Elaine Tuohy 

 

1. Approval of Previous Minutes: 
 
The minutes of the Parent Council Meeting from the 22nd of November were approved. 

 

2. Mrs Imrie Update: 
 
Mrs Imrie thanked the staff and parents for their support in the run up to Christmas with staff 
absences. 
 
The school has welcomed two new members of staff: Mrs Ling who will be teaching P6N and 
Mrs Cameron who will be working in the school office. 
 
Decoration of the upper landing was completed over the Christmas break, the plan is for carpets 
and flooring to be replaced next. 
 
Moderation work is ongoing with the learning across schools. 
 
Communications group  met with Mrs Conlan and Mrs Imrie passed on thanks for those who 
both attended and gave their opinions, which were discussed. 
 
There will be a review of the End of Year Reports and the current format following feedback 
from staff and parents. The school is looking for some parent volunteers to contribute to 
discussions on this. 
 

3. Councillor Update: 



 
BGT: Scott advised that Morningside School of Music have offered to contribute to a prize to the 
winner of the next Buckstones Got Talent competition. 
 
Road Safety: The Road Safety Office will carry out the road survey at school. He plans to attend 
the next PC meeting to discuss the approach. The survey will not only concentrate on parking 
but also on the issues with routes to school. The survey will be conducted with the school, local 
residents and all neighbours in close proximity to the school. 
 
Hillend Ski Slope: Scott advised that there is an upcoming development meeting to discuss plans 
for the redevelopment of the Ski Slope which he would be attending and will provide an update 
at the next PC. 
 
Boroughmuir Extension:  Scott explained that the extension of Boroughmuir will not be big 
enough to meet the projected foot fall and that capacity is expected to be met in 2020. 
Discussions are ongoing around where an extension could be housed or if a potential review of 
catchment areas could be required. Scott advised that if a review of catchment was to be 
agreed, it would be a lengthy process. There would be an informal consultation followed by a 
statutory consultation. Scott to send Brian the projected numbers. 
 
Nicole asked about the petition for berth boats on the canal which had to go through planning 
permission. Parent were encouraged to object to the planning proposals. Scott advised that 
objections are not based on volumes but were reviewed on the reasons for the complaints. All 
objections are considered by the planning committee. 
 
Budget: Scott advised that the council budget will be set next month. The direct thing to affect 
the school will be the removal of trained teachers in the nursery. Scott said that this is still in 
consultation therefore parents are encouraged to reply. The plan is to cut all budgets by 1-1.5%. 
 

4. Homework Update: 

The Home Learning survey has now been completed. The results were an even split on whether 
there should be or shouldn’t be set homework. The results showed that parents would like to see 
more information on what the children are leaning. The school has agreed that it would provide 
more information and give ideas for things parents can do at home in the weekly blog. The idea 
would be that these are thing which would be easy to complete in the course of normal family life.  

Discussions are still ongoing around a P5-P7 learning grid. Feedback from both teachers and pupils 
will be considered. The school would potentially create a document with a bank of learning that can 
be completed at home. 

The Focus Group are continuing to review the Home Learning Policy with staff, pupils and parents to 
ensure that everyone has the opportunity to provide feedback. 

The Parent Council agreed that having extra information for the individual year groups would be 
beneficial. 



 

5. Curriculum Map:  

Mrs Imrie advised that the school is creating their Curriculum Map and considering ‘What we are 
doing in Buckstone that is unique and special?’. Staff and pupils have fed into these discussions and 
there have been different focus groups who have produced some proposals which Mrs Imrie 
presented to the Parent Council. The plan is to have something which would be instantly 
recognisable to the children.  

Mrs Imrie said that the school is looking for an artist in the local community to work with the school 
to help illustrate the vision.  

There will be an update in the next Parent Council meeting. 

 

6. Diversity and Inclusion Update :  

A survey will be submitted to parents to find out how they would like to be involved in the Parent 
Council. Helen will liaise with the school to produce this. 

 

7. Fundraising:  

The fundraising committee has enabled the Parent Council to spend almost  £22,000 over the past 3 
years. This includes seating in the gym hall, equipment for the nursery, playground markings and a 
new organ. Brian Chalmers provided a breakdown of all the spending. The school passed on thanks 
from Mrs Turner who is thoroughly enjoying the piano and it has been very much appreciated.  

Morag asked if it would be possible for the committee to provide funding for the children to wear a 
uniform whilst representing the school on choir trips and sporting events. This could be a project for 
P6 or P7 to get involved in. Lisa and Fiona to discuss with Mrs Conlin and present a proposal to the 
next Parent Council meeting.  

Emma advised that after 7 years of running the Fund Raising Committee, she and Caroline will be 
stepping down. This will be an opportunity for a new parent to take over who would have new ideas 
and Emma said she will be available to provide coaching for the remainder of the year. Class Reps to 
send an urgent appeal for help, to see If there is anyone who can volunteer to take on the role. Mrs 
Imrie expressed thanks on behalf of the school to Emma and Caroline for their efforts over the 
years. 

 

8. Recycling 

Christine Stewart presented the recycling program for items that would not normally be recyclable, 
the corner stone of which will be crisp packets. The proposal is for the children to bring in empty 
crisp packets into the classroom where these will be collected. This will have an immediate impact 
on the playground and the woods behind the playground. Biscuit wrappers, Capri Sun cartons etc 



will also be collected and the children can also bring these types of recycling from home. The school 
would be the central collection point and residents locally can also contribute and drop off their 
recycling. 

There are a number of companies that Christine has founds who collect these types of recycling, 
some which offer financial rewards.  

Christine intends to set up a Facebook page and the school will promote on the website and through 
the homelink. There will also be an assembly dedicated to this, to engage the children in this 
innovative idea. 

The PC thanks Christine for the huge amount of effort that she and Rod have put into setting this up, 
it is greatly appreciated. 

There will be a call out for volunteers locally to house bins in their gardens. The Eco Team are 
currently looking at other recycling options.  

Christine will provide an update at the new Parent Council meeting. 

 

9. Skills Workshop / Options for After School Classes: 

Ukulele classes have now started and there is now a waiting list for the younger classes. 

The options for other classes were discussed. There is a demand for Spanish and Guitar lessons 
however would there be any demand for other classes to be run as part of the Parent Council. Mrs 
Henry advised that South Morningside and Bruntsfield primary schools run similar clubs by either 
professionals or by parents or grandparents who have the skills to do so. 

It was agreed the best approach to progress and to find out what appetite would be there would be 
for Brian to provide some wording to feed into the homelink. 

 

10. Finances: 

As at the end of December there was just over £25,000 in the Parent Council account. 

The Parent Council agreed that they would pay for the blinds in the new gym hall at the cost of 
£5000. 

Mrs Imrie presented the idea for the upper landing which the P6 have come up with following the 
event at the EICC to the PC. The story board is available to review at school. The total cost for all of 
the works will be around £24,000. The Parent Council agreed that it would not be beneficial to cut 
corners and agreed to contribute £11,000towards the costs. A plan for the works will be included in 
the next homelink. 

 

 



11. AOB: 

Buckstone Youth Club: 

After many years of running the Buckstone Youth Club, Mags has sadly decided to step down. Neil 
Williamson will be taking over as Chair and is looking for parent volunteers to join the committee.  

The Youth Club is open to children from P5-P7 and is run by parents for the children. If there are not 
additional parent volunteers to join, then the club would sadly have to end. 

It was agreed that an email would be sent to all parent by the school to appeal for parent 
volunteers. 


