
Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 

Minutes 

Tuesday 5th of March 2019 

6.30pm-8.30pm, Staff Room  

 

Parent Council Member Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Fiona Damen (Deputy), Morven Langley, 
Claire Probert, Lisa Sykes, Jamie Deas, Michelle Abell, Caroline Leburn, Nicole Johnston, Hilary Brown,  
Morag Place, Anna Hind 

Co-opted Member Attendees: Mrs Imrie, Mrs Henry, Mrs Campbell 

Other Attendees: Hannah Baillie, Steven Amabile 

Apologies:  Suzanne Murray, Caroline Morrison,  

Minutes:  Elaine Tuohy 

 

1. Approval of Previous Minutes: 
 
The minutes of the Parent Council Meeting from the 29th of January were approved. 

 

2. Mrs Imrie Update: 
 
 Shared Classroom Experience has taken place over the past couple of weeks. This is where all 
teachers have an opportunity to visit another class. It has been a good experience for both the 
children to mix and get to know other teachers.  
 
The 500 word writing competition closed on the 5th of March. There will be 2 prizes, one for 1st 
level and another for the 2nd level children. The prizes have been funded by the Parent Council. 
 
The curriculum rationale continues to be developed. There is further progress to come and a 
parent volunteer has now been engaged. 
 
Mrs Imrie advised that there have been further staffing changes in P2M and in the Nursery. 
Communications have been sent to the parents with children that are affected. 
 
The school are still looking for parent volunteers to contribute to the reporting review for the 
end of year reports.  
 



Following questions from parents the school are reviewing the process for children being 
selected for future sporting events. The school are also looking for parent volunteers to come 
forward to assist children during future sporting events. 
 
The P6 children have put forward a proposal to paint the outdoor classroom. The children have 
proposed that they will host a design competition and the winning design will be used. Mrs 
Imrie advised that if the proposal is agreed consideration will need to be given to the future 
maintenance and costs associated with the upkeep. Morag advised she knows of a local artist 
and will bring a quote to the next Parent Council meeting. 
 
At the last Parent Council meeting there was an update on communications. Mrs Imrie advised 
that this has been discussed with the teaching team and it has been agreed that ahead of the 
upcoming Parent Consultation meetings a leaflet would be distributed to parents with details of 
the Curriculum for Excellence levels.  
 
Mrs Henry advised that the Support for Learning volunteers had met and that the group had 
discussed (SALT) and Emotional Wellbeing. The main feedback was around communications and 
how this could be made better. The group will meet again on the 29th of April and will discuss 
SEAL and the following meeting will be held on the 4th of June where ‘Read, Write, Inc’ will be 
discussed. Parents are encouraged to come along and to see the resources that are available. 
 
Mrs Imrie said that the lunch system is being reviewed following feedback from children, 
parents and staff who were concerned with children sitting at their classroom desks to eat their 
lunches. There are trials underway with a rota system for the different year groups. Mrs Imrie 
said that the trials are going well and that this will be an ongoing, review working in conjunction 
with catering staff. 
 

3. Councillor Update: 
 
No update – Scott Arthur sent his apologies. 

 

4. Diversity and Inclusion Update :  

A survey will be submitted to parents to find out how they would like to be involved in the Parent 
Council. Helen will liaise with the school to produce this. 

 

5. Recycling Initiative: 

The Home Hub at Buckstone shops have offered to become a second drop off point for recycling. 
This means there will now be two drop off points (the other being in the school). 

The lower and upper collections will come into force in March. 



Nicole asked if the school would like to take part in the, ‘Great British Tidy Up’ where a litter pick of 
the school and surrounding wood areas would be completed. The Parent Council preferred the idea 
of a community event on the 29th of March. Nicole will register the school and communication to be 
sent out to parents via the school.  

6. Fundraising: 

It was discussed that the funds raised by the Fundraising Committee has enabled Parent Countcil to 
spend  over £22,000 over the last 3 years. Funding will be provided for the blinds in the new gym 
hall and also towards the costs for the plans for the top area. 

Prices for the Choir T-shirts which the Parent Council have agreed to fund have been received. 
Morag is working with the children to come up with designs which will then go the designer with the 
proposal. 

It was discussed that teachers and staff should be encouraged to come up with a wish list for things 
that the Parent Council could help fund, which would enhance the resources that are available in 
the school. 

Planning for the Easter disco on the 1st of April is underway. The ticket prices will be slightly 
increased this year and tickets will be paid for through ParentPay. 

It was discussed that there have not yet been any volunteers to take over as chair to replace Emma 
and Caroline when they step down at the end of term. Parent Council discussed ideas to encourage 
volunteers to come forward and it was agreed that Claire will create this leaflet could be handed out 
to parents during the Parent Consultation evening. Claire has volunteered to pull together costs on 
what has been funded over the last few years.  

 

7. Finances: 

Claire confirmed that there is currently around £23,000 in the Parent Council account. Funding will 
be provided for the new blinds in the gym hall at a cost of £8,000 and additional funding will be 
provided for the P6 plans for the top area. The top area funding will not be required until after the 
re-decoration work has been completed. 

Fiona confirmed that quotes have now been received for the school sports kits which the Parent 
Council had previously agreed that they would contribute towards. The total costs will be around 
£1400. This will provide 30 tracksuits and tshirts in various sizes. 

 

8. AOB: 

Waterboard Field Goal Posts: 

Following recent posts on the Friends of Buckstone Primary School Facebook page, Brian reiterated 
that the Parent Council has no jurisdiction over decisions relating to goal posts being placed here. 
The field is owned by the Council therefore any such proposals would need to be taken forward with 
them. However, Parent Council is supportive of the initiative. 



Homework: 

Concern around the recent survey which was carried out in relation to the school’s Home Learning 
Policy and the parents who had voted in favour of homework. Mrs Imrie and Mrs Henry advised that 
the blog was still under review to ensure that there was consistency across year groups in terms of 
the content of the blogs. Mrs Henry is creating support materials with ideas to help learning at 
home in numeracy and literacy. There will be a revamp of the website and the school would be 
grateful for parent volunteers to come forward to help with the website improvements. 

School Blog: 

There are procedures on the school website which describes how to only receive blog updates 
relating to specific year groups. Nicole has offered to update these procedures and send out to 
parents via the school. 

 

 

 

 


