
Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 
 
Minutes of Meeting: Tuesday 12th November 2019, 6.30pm-8.00pm, Staff Room 
 
Parent Council Member Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Morven Langley, Fiona Coner, Caroline 
Leburn, Nicola Robertson, Alex Barrett, Nicole Johnston, Jennifer Cadger, Paul Cornish. 
 
Co-opted Member Attendees: Mrs Imrie, Mrs Conlin 
Other Attendees:  Councillor Scott Arthur  
Apologies:  Fiona Damen, Claire Probert, Christine Stewart, Ruth Hann 
Minutes: Paul Cornish 
 
 
 
1. Approval of Previous Minutes: 
 
Minutes of 29th September 2019 approved 
Chair thanked all for attending the meeting 
Introduction by each attendee. 
 
 
2. Mrs Imrie Update: 
 
A big thank you for the help with the recent sand moving within the school grounds was given to all 
involved. 
 
P6 designed large thank you posters for the monies raised from the Easter Disco which totalled £436 
- a fantastic amount. Proceeds have been used to buy games for Primary 3 to 7 for wet breaks, 
sports equipment/clothing and headphones.  
 
Mr Campbell (new P7T teacher) has started this week.  
 
During the recent service days, staff have had training as a cluster with educational colleague James 
Clement surrounding inspiring writing. We also shared good practice across the cluster as part of our 
cluster development plan. Staff health & well-being have been focussed on as well. 
 
Parent Consultations during the month of October where held trialling Thursday & Friday 
afternoons. The next consultations in March will be held on a Wednesday & Thursday late 
afternoon/early evening. Following the March consultations there will be a survey for parents and 
staff. 
 
General Election - Thursday 12th December, the school will be closed to Pupils & Staff as due to 
current Polling Station requirements. 
 
No events/meetings/classes on the evening of Wednesday 11th December will be held so the school 
can be prepared for Thursday 12th. 
 
Bark is already used in playground areas and plans to increase ground space coverage using bark 
were discussed. One possible option is that bark can be brought in by lorry and dispersed to the 
required location by a long hose, if access is viable. This would be a more expensive option, but 
would require less people to manually move the bark. The other option discussed was to have bags 



of bark delivered and manually spread over the required locations by volunteers. The volume of bark 
being considered is 3 times the amount of the previous delivery. This is planned to take place 
March/April 2020 
 
Other materials instead of bark, such a rubber/tyre shreds or other wooden chippings/pieces were 
discussed, and will be discussed further with Green Buckstone to see if there any alternatives to the 
already mentioned. 
 
Christmas Events  
 
P1/P2 will be have Christmas Parties which will be partly funded by the Parent Council. 
 
P3/P4 and P5/P6 will have a Cinema trips to the Dominion Cinema. Cost of this will be around £7 per 
child, which includes the Cinema ticket and coach hire. 
 
P7’s will be having a Ceilidh at the Braid Hills Hotel. Tickets are £12 per child, which will also look to 
fund the cost of their band (Circa £100). 
 
Nursery children – A gift from Santa was suggested, usually a book and would have Elves to assist in 
this as well. 
 
The Hospitality fund was discussed, any monies given to the school needs to be used for the pupils. 
The fund is used for providing teas/coffees/cakes etc for a number of events & meetings and 
requires a top up of £200. 
 
The upcoming World Book Day event co-ordinators are seeking volunteers to help organise a 
Buckstone Book Festival and would be delighted if 2-3 Parents could help. One meeting attended 
expressed their interest to help – thank you. The event would hopefully have authors visiting the 
school via contact with Scottish Book Trust and direct requests where appropriate to known 
contacts. 
 
Health & Well-being update: On going within the Curriculum progression up to August 2020. Existing 
staff & parent involvement, but are seeking 3 or 4 additional volunteers to be involved with this area 
 
 
 
3. Councillor Update: 
 
Update provided Councillor Scott Arthur 
 
The question on why some schools, including Buckstone Primary are used as Polling stations in 
Edinburgh. Edinburgh Council are trying to review this to minimise disruption for pupils and the 
curriculum. Historically, in-service days have been co-ordinated with Elections wherever possible, 
but given the current situation, with more shorter notice Elections, this has not always been an 
option. It was also asked how the schools are expected to cope with the time lost and that they have 
to try and squeeze in what has been missed where they can. 
 
Nursery provisioning policy at Buckstone Primary has been updated to provide the 30hrs child care 
available per child - the number of places will be 40 full time places, 5 days per week, term time only 
Places are allocated in line with Council Admissions Policy. 



The change of setup means there may be more requirements within the private nursery sector in the 
area to assist. It was also noted the Nursery is not restricted to taking children from out-with 
catchment. 
 
Local News: 
 
Play parks were discussed in terms of upgrades and costs involved in modernising these play areas.  
 
Buckstone play park is circa 20yrs old and is a potential park that could receive an upgrade, but this 
would depend on any other parks across Edinburgh requiring a more immediate attention. The cost 
of creating a very good level of park, for example Pentland Park, is circa £100k, with £50K funded by 
Council and remainder by local fundraising/contributions. 
 
Seven Acre park, at the back of the Alnwickhall/Mortonhall area was mentioned as a good park, but 
a bit out on a limb for easy reach. 
 
Footpaths Surveys have been carried out across the ward, due to 2-3 recent injuries – repairs are to 
be carried out. 
 
Buckstone Waterboad Pumphouse (off Buckstone Terrace) has recently had a number of kids/youths 
hanging around and possibly causing vandalism to the fence surrounding the building. The owner 
has been contacted and has been requested / advised that as long as the house is secure to remove 
the fence if possible. 
 
A702 30mph Speed restriction update: There has been a strong response to the road being reduced 
to 30mph from Fairmilehead Crossroads, north, to Edinburgh, but less so on the section from the by-
pass up to the crossroads. The Council will review and take a decision in Feb 2020, and then this 
would go to consultation. 
 
Buckstone Loan and Buckstone Crescent were specifically mentioned as areas of concern within 
Buckstone. Access to Buckstone Loan/Parking restrictions during school drop off/pick up times are 
potential solutions, with Buckstone Crescent having speed monitors to check the effectiveness of the 
20mph limits in force, using speed humps 
Mark Simmonds (Road Safety Planning Officer) had advised of 77 replies to the recent traffic survey 
in Buckstone and a report will be issues detailing the findings/suggestions. 
Chairperson to meet with Mark and discuss further the on-going issues of parking restrictions and 
safety measures. It was highlighted again that overall it is the same individuals that were the main 
issue. 
 
The question of which schools have roads closed for school drop off/pick up times and how this this 
decided by the council was posed and what potential options Buckstone could have? This is under 
discussion. 
 
 
 
4. Diversity and Inclusion Update: 
 
An eight-question survey is to be put together and checked prior to distribution on behalf of the 
Diversity & Inclusion group, to expand their visibility, purpose and promote to interested people. 
 
 



5. Fundraising 
 
Alex Barrett will be taking over the Treasure role from Claire Probert from 2020 – a big thank you to 
both. 
 
Halloween Disco raised £574 and the second hand sale raised £166 which were fantastic amounts – 
thank you to all involved. 
 
Christmas Fair  
 
This will be trialled this year on a Saturday afternoon (30th November, 2-4pm) 
Raffle – this year there will be Hampers, 1 provided per each year group as a prize. 
1 Star prize of a Nintendo Switch Lite. The usual tombola requirements are needed and donations 
welcome for this. 
 
The Tree is due to be planted within the school in March/April 
 
Painting of the Black Box in the playground is planned in due course. 
 
The green service gas box near the entrance to the main gate was suggested as something that could 
be painted in school colours if approved. 
 
Big request for volunteers to assist with the Christmas Fair – there will be an online survey where 
volunteers can select their time slots to help. 
 
Finance request of no further large amounts considered until the Christmas activities are covered 
off. 
 
 
 
6. Ukulele Club / Chess Club: 
 
Ukulele club has started and being held on Wednesday afternoons for P3s and over. This has proved 
popular with only one potential space remaining. 
 
Chess club is starting up again, but the new helper is waiting for PVG clearance and is in process to 
complete. There may be an overlap with existing helpers to assist, but this is to be confirmed. 
 
 
7. Playground Project Update 
 
Brian, Morven, Christine, Morag and Ruth are leading this project. 
 
Brian & Morven diarising time to discuss actions that are to be taken following a comprehensive 
check around the school grounds for target areas. 
 
Purpose of project to improve the overall playground area with new plantings, improve play areas, 
door paintings and general tidy up including weeding. Playground Project committee to meet and 
finalise plan, including planting options and the protection of growing areas.  



A suggestion of creating a Children’s gardening group was suggested and activities allocated 
accordingly. There was mention of having a pupil group to support that could help P6 in particular 
with their Junior Award Scheme for Schools (JASS) 
 
8. Green Buckstone Update 
 
Christine has been putting in a huge amount of time & effort for this project and a big thank you to 
Christine. 
 
Suggested ideas are a Christmas jumper swap, jumpers could be left in box at front of school. 
Halloween costume swaps on the same basis. 
 
Sewing & soft toy repairs, for a small donation (e.g. £2) 
 
Home Hub at Buckstone Shops involved in the Green Buckstone Project 
 
The most recent litter pick has been effective, with significantly less litter within the grounds, some 
of which was coming in from out with the school grounds. 
 
A further litter pick is to be arranged in March, and opinion is keen to maintain this on an annual 
basis. It was requested this was co-ordinated as far ahead as possible to maximise volunteers and 
the litter bags were delivered prior to the set date (TBC) 
 
There is the upcoming Woodland Trust Tree planting pledge campaign on 30th Nov which can 
provide trees & hedging for the school grounds. Further information can be found here: 
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/our-campaigns/big-climate-
fightback/ 
 
 
9. Finances 
 
Covered within Fundraising 
 
 
10. A.O.B and Close 
 
Discussion around the number of Sports Kits as a few short. We are going to order more kit. There 
was a request to have a photo taken of the children in their kit. 
 
There is now a P4/5 Girls football team, who meet on Saturday AMs at the Waterboard field with 
12/13 attending. It is still optional for the girls to play/train with the existing boys P4/5s football. 
 
Football strips for the Girls will be required and any help/sources will be requested via HomeLink. 
The Boys strips are currently sponsored. 
 
Side Path – the lighting is currently broke and therefore the path is closed when dark. This appears 
to be an underground cabling issue that will require some digging of the path. 
 
Meeting was brought to close by Chair, Brian Chalmers at 7.30pm. 
 
Next Meeting:  630pm, Thursday 16th January 2020. 


