
Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 
 
 
Minutes of Meeting: Thursday 16th January 2020, 6.30pm-8.00pm, Staff Room 
 
Parent Council Member Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Fiona Damen (Deputy), Morven Langley, 
Karen Howe, Caroline Leburn, Alex Barrett, Claire Probert, Nicole Johnstone, Jennifer Cadger, 
Rebecca Wright, Jamie Deas, Nicola Pay, Hilary Brown, Hannah Flook, Paul Cornish. 
 
Co-opted Member Attendees: Mrs Imrie, Mrs Henry, Mr Campbell 
 
Apologies:  Christine Stewart, Ruth Hann, Councillor Scott Arthur 
 
Minutes: Paul Cornish 
 
 
 
1. Approval of Previous Minutes: 
 
 
Minutes of 12th November 2019 approved 
Chair thanked all for attending the meeting and explained the format. 
Introduction by each attendee. 
Brian (Chair) is in his last year of the post, new Chairperson required for 3year post was promoted 
 
 
 
2. Mrs Imrie Update: 
 
 
Opening with a welcome back to Mrs McFarlane and Mrs Nicholson, who have both returned from 
maternity leave. 
 
The recent in-service day was focussed on Health and Wellbeing with a staff wellbeing session and 
staff working together to develop an appropriate on-going Health and Wellbeing programme from 
Nursery to Primary 7.  
 
Following on from our discussion at previous Parent Council meeting, a leaflet will be circulated via 
email with information on the best way for getting in touch with the school, depending on what it 
concerned. 
 
Mrs Conlin is working on a parenthood/sexual health program and requires a volunteer to assist with 
this. There will be Child Protection Training for all volunteers at 6pm on Tuesday 25th February and 
8,30am on Wednesday 26th February. All volunteers should attend 1 session.  
 
Scotland week, starting Monday 20th January, covering a range of activities, including poetry, to 
celebrate Robert Burns, including a talent show with book token prizes. 
 
Query from parent regarding Skills Time. Skills Time is currently used as reward and the activities are 
decided with children. Each class has a different system for deciding the activities for skills time. 



Going forward we are reviewing our Relationships, Learning and Behaviour Policy (thanks to Brian 
who is the parent rep) and this may mean a change for skills time.  
 
Query from parent regarding Home Learning and Consistency across the 3 cluster primary schools, 
Buckstone, South Morningside, and Bruntsfield. The different ways in which homework is given out 
by the schools was discussed. Very similar between the schools, with slight variation for example, 
Buckstone sets reading home learning and tasks in P6/7 and there are spelling and numeracy 
activities available via the class blog, e.g. Sumdog. Another school doesn’t set reading but set written 
maths home learning every 4-6 weeks.  
 
Mrs Conlin & Mrs Henry have been setting expectations with the P7s so they will be prepared for the 
move to high school.  
 
Positive feedback was given for a WW2 Homework grid that was used last year for some pupils 
which seemed very popular. 
 
The school is there to support if extra work or guidance is needed for your child. 
 
School Camp -currently a Wed-Fri (2night stay) for P5s at Broomlee and Mon-Fri (4night stay) for P7s 
at Lagganlia.  
The cost and increases were discussed and what future options could be in places to help spread the 
cost of these 2 camps. The idea of a payment type plan over 3 years (P5/6/7) was suggested and 
received positively. Further discussions will take place. 
It was asked if the breakdown of the costs of the camps could be provided, and was advised that the 
activities are listed, although no individual costs. When broken down it was agreeable that is was 
good value for the accommodation, food and multiple activities. 
It was also suggested if the camps could be held in P6 & P7, rather than P5 & P7- pros & cons to 
both. 
Other camp locations/time of year may be looked at, but the camps have to be booked well in 
advance by the school.  
 
P7 Ceilidh – excellent feedback with the pupils really enjoying the event that was held at the Braid 
Hills Hotel. 
 
 
 
3. Councillor Update: 
 
 
Apologies from Councillor Scott Arthur 
 
 
 
4. Diversity and Inclusion Update: 
 
 
The survey is to be sent out in due course to parents/carers from the Diversity & Inclusion group, to 
expand their visibility, purpose and interest in parents/carers becoming more involved with 
Buckstone primary school. 
 
 



5. Fundraising 
 
 
Claire Probert provided the update. 
 
Alex Barrett will be taking over the Treasure role from Claire Probert from 2020 – a big thank you to 
both. 
 
Christmas Fair unfortunately had to be postponed to the very high level of sickness in the run up and 
at the time of the event.  
Tickets will be valid for the Winter Fair which will now be held on Saturday 22nd February 2-4pm 
£500 was raised in advance of the Christmas fair. 
Mince pies that provided for the fair were given to the food bank. 
 
Big request for Hamper donations, 1 provided per each year group as a prize. Class reps to promote 
this where possible also via HomeLink.  
The usual tombola requirements are needed and donations welcome for this. 
1 Star prize of a Nintendo Switch Lite. 
 
The movies nights unfortunately will not take place at present due to the time available to co-
ordinate.  
 
Tubs of sweets are being donated for the Community Learning Team games. 
 
It was asked if inflatables would be allowed – these would need to be risk assessed. 
 
 
 
6. Ukulele Club / Chess Club: 
 
 
Ukulele club will now be 1 session for P5/6/7s, with the P3/4 session postpones & refunded due to 
volunteer availability.  
 
Chess club is due to be starting up and to check volunteer progress for availability. 
 
 
7. Playground Project Update 
 
 
Brian, Morven, Christine, Morag and Ruth are leading this project. 
 
40 donations of trees planted at the back to the school in the area parallel to the golf course. More 
trees to come. 
Bark chippings due to be delivered in March to the playground and spread in the required areas. 
The areas that have been cornered off with safety rope/tape where questioned. These include the 
climbing frames that are slippery when wet which is a safety issue. Concern was raised about the 
amount of time these areas are out of bounds limiting what the children can enjoy. Some areas are 
only out of bounds when work is going on. 
Health & Safety to be consulted by Brian to see what can be possibly adapted to allow the areas to 
be used more frequently. 



Concern was raised again about the single lamppost which has had no power to it for a substantial 
length of time which results in the side access route being closed when dark due to health & safety. 
It has been suggested the fault lies in the cabling structure under the footpath and this would need 
to be dug up. 
Strong feeling that this issue needs resolved given the lengthy diversion and extra volume at one 
entrance, with the suggestion of petitioning Councillor Scott Arthur for his assistance. 
 
 
 
 
8. Green Buckstone Update 
 
 
Christine has been putting in a huge amount of time & effort for this project and a big thank you to 
Christine. 
 
Christine collected 345kg of recycled waste which raised £598 which was donated to the school – 
another big thank you Christine. 
 
Application made to the Edinburgh Solar Community Co-operative and  
Community Benefit Fund for a sustainable project, Potential of £3000 funding. 
(https://www.edinburghsolar.coop/community-fund/)  
Feedback due over next few week 
 
A further 340 trees are due to be donated which will require a large volunteer pool to assist. The 
ground is fairly tricky to dig. 
 
Sewing & soft toy repairs, for a small donation (e.g. £2) – will be held at Winter fair 
 
Home Hub at Buckstone Shops involved in the Green Buckstone Project and owner John Dunn has 
also received recycle donations also via post. 
 
The most recent litter pick has been effective, with significantly less litter within the grounds, some 
of which was coming in from out with the school grounds. 
 
A further litter pick is to be arranged in March, and opinion is keen to maintain this on an annual 
basis. It was requested this was co-ordinated as far ahead as possible to maximise volunteers and 
the litter bags were delivered prior to the set date (TBC) 
 
 
9. Finances 
 
 
£6000-£7000 outlay have reduced the funds and delay of income due to the Christmas Fair 
postponement – this is expected to bring in £4000-£5000. 
Finances to improve with the predicted future income 
 
Tree has been paid for and now in position in top area of school – everyone delighted with it. 
 
 
 



10. A.O.B and Close 
 
 
There will be a Charity Fundraising Quiz Night at Charwood for St. Fillan’s Playgroup on Friday 6th 
March. Tickets for a table of up to 6 people are available for £25 – please see Nicole Johnstone.  
 
Thom Campbell provided details of a Community Links team. This is where volunteers 
(parents/grandparents/carers/and members of the community who wish to volunteer) will be able 
to come into the school to help & share in the children’s learning. 
This has been requested to be promoted via the school class reps. 
 
Further fruit / healthy donations were discussed with Morrisons, Tesco’, Waitrose and Klondyke 
farm shop all mentioned as good sources. 
 
French club was discussed and if it was going to start back up. This is under discussion with the 
French teacher and an update will follow. 
 
Lunches and the logistics were discussed. The school does monitor lunch times which are rotated 
within the school, with adult supervision. The children stay in the lunch area (Gym hall) for 10-
15mins before they are allowed out to play. It was mentioned in previous meetings that the school 
did say it is their policy is to have uneaten food returned so parents can see what is and what is not 
being eaten, rather than put into waste. 
 
 
Meeting was brought to close by Chair, Brian Chalmers 
 
 
Next Meeting:  630pm, Tuesday 25th February 2020. 


