
Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 
 
Minutes of Meeting: Tuesday 25th February 2020 
 
6.30pm-8.00pm, Staff Room 
 
Parent Council Member Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Ruth Hann, Christine Stewart, Morag 
Place, Caroline Leburn, Nicole Johnston, Paul Cornish. 
 
Co-opted Member Attendees: Mrs Imrie, Mrs Conlin 
 
Other Attendees: Councillor Scott Arthur  
 
Apologies: Morven Langley, Hilary Brown, Claire Probert, Rebecca Wright, Alex Barrett, Jamie Deas 
 
Minutes: Paul Cornish 
 
 
1. Approval of Previous Minutes: 
 
Chair thanked all for attending the meeting. 
Introduction by each attendee 
Minutes of 16h January 2020 were approved 
Brian (Chair) is in his last year of the post, new Chairperson required for 3year post from August 
2020 
 
Chair provided following update with regards to the French Club – Brian has contacted the French 
Club teacher with the aim of restarting the French club. The face to face meeting was declined but 
Brian will attempt to reach out again to see if the situation can be resolved. The offer is there for 
open conversation, with the school strongly supporting these clubs for the children to have these 
extra opportunities. The main issue appears to surround that the French teacher is requesting to use 
a classroom after school, rather than the new secret garden room, but this makes difficult logistics 
for the teacher’s class preparations. 
 
Brian has also been involved in a new monthly meeting where the chairs of the Parent Councils for 
Boroughmuir, South Morningside, Bruntsfield & Gillespie meet. 
 
 
2. Mrs Imrie Update: 
 
There was a big thank you for all the help & participation with the Winter fair, and to all that helped 
tidied up. Thank-you from the community learning team for the teddies & sweets donations.  
 
Shared classroom experience has been taking place with visits to cluster schools and visits from 
cluster schools. 
 
The shared learning experience took place at the start of February, with parents/carers having 
opportunities to learn together with their child in their classes. Positive feedback has been given via 
a recent survey for this. This is looking to be continued on a bi-annual basis with Wednesdays and 
Friday AMs seeming to be the most popular options. The dates are set well in advance in the school 



calendar and are only changed if there was a specific need to do so making sure as many 
parents/carers as possible can attend. 
 
Comments/Suggestion – ‘you said / we did’ was discussed which comes out on the Homelink. Overall 
positive feedback, with 34 topics highlighted. Less feedback is coming in, but some good positives. 
The form type/and website presence were discussed, but for confidentiality it remains via the 
current communication method 
The purpose of this feature was re-iterated for being a suggestion & positive feedback method, and 
any concerns should be highlighted via the correct channels. 
Parent class reps encouraged to communicate out about this area. 
 
Thank for the support organising the upcoming book festival linked to World book day, w/c 2nd 
March. There will be Author visits during this event as well. 
 
Playground inspections are carried out by Edinburgh Council safety reps. Plans are being made for 
the bark to be delivered and where it will be used in the playground. 
The topic of open access to the playground was brought up, over the summer holidays they 
playground will be shut due to a number of works including the window frames & boilers being 
replaced around the school. These works are expected to take the duration of the holidays to 
complete. 
 
The side path lamppost light was discussed as an on-going matter and where it was of being chased 
up. Councillor Scott Arthur has been aware of this issue since it arose and is going to find out what 
the latest is with a view to having the lamppost light power supply fixed (issue is understood to be 
somewhere within the cabling under the path at the side of the school) 
 
Trees within the playgrounds were highlighted in terms of safety, especially given the recent & 
frequent high winds. 
During high winds, the children are not allowed in these areas. The question of are the trees checked 
specifically for loose branches was raised and there are playground checks made every morning by 
both the Facilities Technician and school staff who report anything of concern 
 
 
3. Councillor Update: 
 
School Budgets – format was given of how the budgets are normally progressed through from UK 
Parliament > Holyrood > Councils. For the recently announced budget, this has been announced as a 
draft budget and subject to potential change.  
 
Impact of this means the DSM (Devolved School Management Budget) for Buckstone PS is due to be 
£18,096 less than previous year. Two impacts are that means testing music lessons citywide is 
planned and the potential reduction of nursery teachers. Figure of a £76,700 reduction for 
Boroughmuir has also been announced.   
 
The question was asked were the cuts uniform across Edinburgh’s council run schools. Each school’s 
demographics of Free school meals has been used as a major factor to determine that the more 
deprived areas will be impacted less, or no reductions. 
As a draft budget, there is potential for these reductions to change, but it was emphasised it is 
unlikely that monies would be fed back to DSM due to delayed cuts & previous commitments. 
 



Trees – there is a 5year programme planned to thin out some of the woodland that runs parallel 
with Buckstone Crescent, past Mortonhall Golf Course and up to Buckstone Primary School. 
 
Post Meeting Update with regards to Trees within Buckstone Primary School grounds: 
Tree survey: The trees are surveyed roughly every 5 years. The last time trees in Buckstone Primary 
were surveyed was August 2018 
 
School Role Numbers within Cluster area were discussed.  
Buckstone’s current role is 431 pupils with a maximum limit of 462. Projection for 2021 is 450 
Boroughmuir’s current role is 1200, increasing to a maximum of1560 with the extension. The 
projected figure for 2026 is 1650, which was noted as slightly less than some previous projections. 
 
The question of ‘how can schools go above this limit?’ was asked 
The maximum figure given is a notional capacity and can go above this. However, this can then 
impact in terms of consolidation of resources, change in teaching/timetables and ultimately can 
have a detrimental effect on education, 
 
New schooling options are being looked at in Edinburgh with a number of options being currently 
investigated. Extensive details are available through the City Plan 2030 
 
 
4. City Plan 2030 
 
 
Edinburgh City Plain 2030 consultation is now publicly available to view via the web, going into 
significant detail for potential future major projects & infrastructure plans for the city for 2030. The 
last major plan was announced in 2016 
 
This has a potentially big impact for all, as this covers education, transport and other major 
infrastructure projects. We are all encouraged to view this, with the opportunity to express your 
choices/views/concerns. The consultation is open until the 31st March and we need as many parents 
as possible to complete it. 
The link is - edinburgh.gov.uk/cityplan2030 
The specific section relating to infrastructure and rising school rolls is Choice 5. 
Other areas highlighted are the numbers of Air B&B that are having an impact on areas, Green belt 
areas and developers looking at future developments for example near Frogston Road. 
 
There is also a major City Mobility Plan which is available via the link that explores the transport 
options & plans for the future in and around Edinburgh. 
 
There are a number of drop-in meeting locations shown online with regards to the city plan but 
none local to Fairmilehead. 
 
 
5. Diversity and Inclusion Update: 
 
The Diversity and Inclusion policy is seeking for more parents to be involved with this and to come 
along to these meetings. Recently there has been P6 & P7 involvement, which we are happy to 
encourage, but there needs to be a specific reason/purpose when involving the children within the 
school to attend. 
 



 
 
6. Fundraising 
 
The Winter Fair was held on Saturday 22nd Feb which was highly successful and raised the fantastic 
amount of £4300. 
The entry tickets, tombola, raffle tickets and bouncy castle all we big contributors to this amount. 
School communications advise on what some of the money is spent on, but examples of the 
fundraising monies are the Blinds in the new hall, new hall seating, playground upgrades, music kit 
and new sports equipment. 
A further big thank you to all that helped and also stayed to help tidy up. 
Future summer & winter fairs with dates/times to be confirmed. 
Easter Disco upcoming 
 
 
7. Ukulele Club / Chess Club  
 
Ukulele club on Wednesday’s may be possible again, checking with volunteer to confirm if this can 
start back up. 
No update with regards to Chess Club volunteer progress 
 
 
8. Playground Project 
 
Brian, Morven, Christine, Morag and Ruth are leading this project 
 
No further playground project activity update as has been hampered by the poor weather over 
recent weeks. 
 
 
9. Green Buckstone Update 
 
A fantastic amount of money, £754 has been raised by Christine where 447kg of crisp packets were 
collected and recycled. Thank you 
 
The playground has had 40 trees donated and planted in January, with a further 420 trees due on 
11th March which was the result of the upcoming Woodland Trust Tree planting pledge campaign. 
More information here: 
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/our-campaigns/big-climate-
fightback/ 
 
Teachers have been advising some of the younger children not to kick the trees as due to the 
damage it could cause which has been seen only occasionally. 
 
The idea of adopt a tree was give, due to the number of trees which is similar to the number of 
children it was thought something like this was a great idea. 
 
There will be rota drawn up to maintain the trees. 
 
Edinburgh Solar Panels grants have been awarded to the school for their use of solar panels (on roof 
above main entrance area) and there will be a number of internal recycling bins that are 



transparent, with transparent bags, for different recycle types so contents can be seen to prevent 
avoidable contamination. 
 
School Winter fair carried out 20 repairs including 9 soft toys at the ‘remakery’ stand. 
 
There will the ‘green’ Party boxes that are £10 per hire for kid’s parties available 
 
Fairmilehead Church will be holding a prize vegetable/plant competition in Sat 5th & Sun 6th 
September for all those keen gardeners give plenty of spring time nurturing notice. 
 
Scott Arthur’s Facebook page has a number of local events listed for interest. 
 
 
10. Finances 
 
 
Update provided by chair. 
Good Balance of funds 
£500 for collected prior the re-arranged Christmas/winter fair and £1000 raised from Christmas 
cards has been banked. 
The question of wish list was raised for the school and if some funds from parent council could be 
used for example some schools supplies or activities for wet playtimes. 
 
 
11. A.O.B and Close 
 
 
Pancake day was raised that this evening’s meeting was on Shrove Tuesday and a polite request if 
next years was not on this date. 
 
The question of the school car park gates was discussed to gain understanding if cars should be 
coming into the school grounds after school has finished – e.g., to drop kids off at clubs. 
The gates are closed, but have then been re-opened. 
 
After 6pm it is the Letts responsibility and this will be brought up e.g. with Youth club. 
Roll of BPS Parent Council is vacant from August 2020 – please advise if this may be something of 
interest for you and is a great way to get involved with Buckstone Primary 
Meeting was brought to close by Chair, Brian Chalmers 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:  630pm, Thursday 7th May, 2020. 
 


