
Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 

Minutes of BPS Parent Council – Thurs 14th January 2021, 630pm-8pm, via MS Teams  

Parent Council Member Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Nicole Johnston, Morven Langley, Alex 

Barratt, Andrew Black, Jamie Deas, Dawn Motion, Paul Cornish, Jen Cadger, Helen Szoor-

Mcelhinney, Morag Place, Jonathan Weedon & Hillary Brown. 

Other Attendees: Mrs Imrie, Miss Martin, Graeme Greig, Mr Campbell 

Apologies: Councillor Dr Scott Arthur 

Minutes: Paul Cornish 

 

1. Chair Introduction & Approval of Previous Minutes 

Chair thanked all for attending the meeting via MS Teams video conferencing and a reminder that no 

recording of the meeting is permitted. 

Brian (Chair) will be staying as chair in the interim, given the current circumstances for consistency 

and support. 

Previous minutes were approved. 

New lockdown has resulted in the school being closed until further notice with the exception of key 

worker’s children. Parent focus groups are being formed again to discuss ideas / options to help 

parents again during this difficult time. This will span P1-P7. Volunteers were requested for this with 

Jen Cadger, Nicole Johnstone, Jonathan Weedon, Hillary Brown and Morven Langley all kindly 

volunteering. 

 

2. Mrs. Imrie’s Update 

Mrs. Imrie thanked & welcomed everyone to the meeting with New Year greetings. 

Mrs. Imrie gave a very big thank you for all the messages of support that have been sent in to school, 

these are very much appreciated during these challenging times again. 

There was the collection for the support staff which was greatly appreciated and many thanks again 

to all. There was a send-off on the last day of term for the support staff who left, again, with a huge 

thank you for all that they have done to support and help the pupils and staff of Buckstone.   

A small parent group to assist Mrs Conlin with equalities & anti-bullying policy is to be established 

and reached out for volunteers. Helen Szoor-Mcelhinney has volunteered – thank you. 

Mrs Imrie covered the structure at the school under during this new lockdown. Keyworker children 

are attending the school, rather than a central hub previously. This means running the school in 2 

simultaneous ways which is careful balancing process with some staff in school and some staff are 

on the Learning Together for home learning. These resources do need to be shared and involves a 

lot of logistics to cover. Some staff also have children of school age at home that also require 

support with the team doing very best they can – a big thank to all the ongoing efforts. 

 



 

Parent Feedback was thanked and the school are collating the ideas, for example on how MS Teams 

is organised. 

Providing live class lessons were mentioned, but this is not policy and need to do what is 

comfortable and viable for the staff and pupils and not easy to replicate the school environment. 

Return to School was discussed and hopefully this will happen as soon as is possible. The class or 

year bubble group options were highlighted, where pupils either remain in their own class bubble or 

if a year group bubble would be considered – particularly for P7s. Buckstone’s policy at present is 

classroom bubbles, but is there to be reviewed under official guidance. 

 

3 Councillor Update – Scott Arthur 

Apologies from Scott Arthur  

 

4. Home Learning 

Ahead of the meeting, Class reps were asked to get feedback from their parent groups on how the 

home learning was going.  

In general, the feedback was very positive and a number of initiatives, such as classwork being 

posted the night before have been taken forward. 

Specific positive feedback included: 

The home learning / information was very well put together and communicated in details.  

MS Teams and how that has been organised was overall positive with good structure of content and 

interaction. The volume of resources available provided by the school was really good. 

Larger amounts of information posted was commented on as a positive for some which allowed the 

amount of work could be pitched throughout the week. 

Learning grids were fed back as very positive 

It was commented that it was good to have dedicated channels on MS Teams for different aspects of 

the home learning which was echoed across the year groups. 

Specific constructive feedback and suggestions included: 

Some found the amounts of communications and content somewhat overwhelming and where to 

start was a problem. 

A couple of feedback comments said it would be good to see the teachers more via video, and there 

were too many emails – if there could be less and more simplified if possible? 

One question was raised in terms of all content on MS Teams and if the content would be able to be 

added to the daily blogs. This may be and easier and alternative option so it could be accessed 

quickly via email. 

 



 

Parent / carer groups had started a WhatsApp group had been set up so questions and answers 

could be shared for the learning topics and to understand format & terminology for some of the 

pupil’s tasks.  

Technical resources were asked about if this something that school could assist with, for example 

laptops / ipads / tablets – these do need to be utilised by the pupils & staff at school as a priority, 

but circumstances will always be considered and if the school is in the position to help, they would 

try to. 

On a technical side, it was asked rather than .pdf document being used, would it be possible to have 

editable documents so they can by typed up on screen, rather than print out / copy to paper.  

Mrs. Imrie reiterated during these testing times, IT may not always work, or be ideal, but just to do 

what you can and can always step away if things are not working.  

There is no pressure and every family needs to work the best ways for them, and of course support 

from the school is there if required. 

 

5. Spaces for People – proposed Council changes  

The issue of a road safety proposal to restrict car access routes to the school was examined under 

the Edinburgh Council’s Spaces for People Program. The proposal surrounds the erection of a barrier 

across Buckstone Loan East from near the metal barriers at the end of the foot path. 

The council has suggested that the local residents and the school parent council have been 

consulted over this, but no meetings have taken place to our knowledge. Chairperson Brian 

Chalmers has requested a meeting with Lesley McInnes to visit the location and assess the car traffic 

& the on-going parking issues. The main concern raised was this action may just relocate the 

problem, cause access issues and not resolve the root cause. 

 

6. Fundraising  

A big thank you for the Goose Chase event and to all those involved and donations. 

 

7. Green Buckstone 

A total of £112.14 was raised last term from crisp packet recycling – thank you. The recycling for 

funds at present is not possible due to the current lockdown but will continue when possible. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8. Finances  

Current balance is just over £15,000, but once income from the Goose Chase is finalised (circa 

£1800), the balance of accounts will be close to £17,000.  

It was suggested by chair if any of the funds could be used for laptops/tablets for the most in need 

cases where pupils had little or inadequate access to these. This will be considered further. 

Mrs Imrie said they would look to see what else may to be available to share from the school in 

terms of technical equipment, stationery and food assistance. The school will always help where 

they possibly can. 

 

9. AOB and Close  

Mr Thom Campbell advised that the virtual Race for Life is now up and running with donations 

possible via the website and information is on the Buckstone Primary School website via this link:  

Race for Life – Buckstone Primary School 

Donations are made via the Just Giving online. Race 4 Life supports Cancer Research UK.  

Buckstone Primary School link is specifically: Buckstone Primary School | Cancer Research UK Giving 

Pages 

If class representatives please remind the above through their contact it would be much 

appreciated. 

Attendees were thanked and meeting was brought to close by Chair, Brian Chalmers 

 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday 23rd February – time/details TBC 

https://buckstoneprimary.com/2020/11/23/race-for-life/
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/buckstone-primary-school
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/buckstone-primary-school

