
Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 

Minutes of BPS Parent Council – Tues 23rd February 2021, 630pm-8pm, via MS Teams  

Parent Council Member Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Nicole Johnston, Alex Barratt, Andrew 

Black, Jamie Deas, Dawn Motion, Paul Cornish, Jen Cadger, Joanne Senussi, Helen Szoor-

Mcelhinney, Morag Place, Jonathan Weedon, Wendy McGlade, Callie Logan,  

Other Attendees: Mrs Imrie, Mrs Conlin, Graham Greig, Thom Campbell, Kirsty McGillivary 

Minutes: Paul Cornish 

 

1. Chair Introduction & Approval of Previous Minutes 

Chair thanked all for attending the meeting via MS Teams video conferencing. A reminder that no 

recording of the meeting is permitted and personal issues/topics for own children not to be 

discussed. 

The position of Chairperson is currently available and we would be very keen to hear from anyone 

interested. This is an exciting and fun position that gives an excellent opportunity to be closely 

involved with Buckstone Primary School. 

Parents Groups meetings have been held regarding IT/ resources. Parent groups are using What’s 

app to communicate /assist amongst class groups. 

Previous minutes were approved / seconded. 

 

2. Mrs. Imrie’s Update 

Mrs. Imrie thanked & welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Mrs. Imrie expressed how pleased she was to see the Nursery, P1,2,3’s back in school and looks 

forward to the P4-7s returning hopefully very soon. 

Mrs. Imrie gave a very big thank you for all the messages of support that have been sent in to school, 

these are very much appreciated during these challenging times again. Staff on site are minimized 

where possible and it has been an amazing effort from the staff to manage the logistics, and also a 

big thank you to all the parents/carers at home for the home learning. 

Mrs Imrie shared that the school team are trying to create a feel of everyone being together, 

although we are in different places. For example, there is a school writing competition, which is 

being judged/read over currently. The Student leaders are putting together a school magazine and 

also a ‘Buckstone’s Got Talent’ event. 

The Race for Life is due to take place of the weekend 21st/22nd March, hopefully that will be the 

week were the P4-P7s return on the 15th March which would be great for the end of that week. 

The question of the 3 days extra the pupils had off at the beginning of January was asked in terms of 

how it has been officially recorded. The extra days have been allocated as additional holidays for 

pupils by the Scottish Government. School staff were working over these three days providing 

childcare in school and preparing for Learning Together at Home. There are no plans to 

change/adjust future annual dates for these 3 extra days. 



 

3 Councillor Update – Scott Arthur 

Councillor Scott Arthur provided his update. 

A big well done to Thom Campbell and his excellent work for the Race for Life. Noted that running / 

walking has virtually no cost and is a great activity to do. 

Reiterated what a fantastic job the school staff are doing in these times with some teachers also 

having to balance children whilst teaching too. 

Spaces for People has gone live and if any specific feedback can be directed to Edinburgh Council via 

Scott if anyone wishes. 

Recent topics that have been hitting Scott’s mailbox were about snow clearing issues, grit bins, road 

& pavement improvements that are happening in the area at the moment. 

Edinburgh Council have set a budget that should give every pupil and iPad. This would be rolled out 

to secondary pupils first, then to the younger pupils over a period of 4 years or so. These iPads will 

have restrictions on them and will only be able to be used for educational software/websites. 

Money for Spaces for People was ring fenced previously and is being used for that purpose as per 

planned rollout. 

Budgets are set by UK Government, then monies released to Scottish Government and to each 

council. Budget funding cycles are usually cover 3-4yrs of plans. 

Question of Buckstone Parks and any refurbishing plans were raised. There is £760K available for 96 

96 parks and green space in Edinburgh, which are prioritised by requirement/current condition of 

equipment/landscape. Buckstone park is requiring upgrades, and although it is highest priority, it is 

on the radar for it to be upgraded. Specifically mentioned in Scott Arthurs ward, was the urgency for 

some of the bridges in Colinton Dell to be repaired. 

Spaces for People was covered further. Brian Chalmers is due to meet with Lesley McInnes about the 

bollards/barriers that are near Buckstone Primary School in March to look at their purpose/impact 

and what the local issues are around the school. 

There has been some positive feedback from the School in terms of the barriers, with a general safer 

feeling overall and less requirement for the school staff to supervise the area for safety. 

 

4. Home Learning 

Mrs Imrie reported that there had been a very good response level back with regards to home 

learning feedback. There had been 190 responses from parents, which was a very good proportion 

and similar number to cluster schools. 

83% parents/carers said their child was accessing learning daily and 77% said their child was 

engaging in the home learning all or most of the time. 

One of the biggest issues raised were the logistics of juggling home learning and parents/carers 

working / jobs. 

 



 

Feedback in terms of volumes of work given to the pupils was varied, with some saying not enough, 

some about right and some too much. 

The overall feedback from children about their home learning has been positive. Nursery – P3, gave 

a range of feedback and a lot of positive feedback about help from adults at home, and P4 – P7, the 

written tasks, power point documents and the live team meetings were strong positives. 

All the feedback is being collated within the Homelink and will be sent out to once completed. 

 

5. Spaces for People – proposed Council changes  

The issue of a road safety proposal to restrict car access routes to the school was examined under 

the Edinburgh Council’s Spaces for People Program. The proposal surrounds the erection of a barrier 

across Buckstone Loan East from near the metal barriers at the end of the foot path. 

Brian Chalmers is due to meet with Lesley McInnes about the bollards/barriers that are near 

Buckstone Primary School in March to look at their purpose/impact and what the local issues are 

around the school. 

There has been some positive feedback from the School in terms of these barriers, with a general 

safer feeling overall and less requirement for the school staff to supervise the area for safety. 

Start/End of day operation only was questioned, but does not appear to be proposed/logistical 

option at this time. 

Northbound traffic restriction on Braid Road appears to be a permanent change, but feedback can 

be directed back to the Council via their website. 

 

6. Fundraising  

There were no major updates with no outlays/incomes at present. 

One on-going event is The Race for Life, led by Thom Campbell. 

 

7. Green Buckstone 

No activity at present due to the current lockdown but will continue when possible. 

 

8. Finances  

Current balance is just over £15,000, but once income from the Goose Chase is finalised (circa 

£1800), the balance of accounts will be close to £17,000.  

Monies for Goose Chase event are still to reflect in the balance of funds and two fees to be paid to 

Parent Council Clerk. 

 



 

 

9. AOB and Close  

Question raised with regards to the gate at rear of school outside the upper area/building if it would 

be a permanent feature. The was answered - the gate is to keep the playground safer and secure. 

This was also there to keep the P7 area separate and not have children walking along the wall. The 

gate is likely to remain in place. 

One of the P5M parent reps would be standing down, with the role covered by the other P5M rep. 

Question raised with regards to the reviewing of the children’s lost learning time moving forward? 

This was answered – Nursery – P3, looking at the support for the transition back into school as a 

priority so the children are settled as soon as possible. They are looking at undertaking assessment 

tasks where applicable as soon as possible to establish where the children are.  

Parent’s night was intended to be held before Easter, and is highly likely to be via video/telephone 

format again as the school will not be open still to the public given current restrictions. 

Arrangements will be discussed with staff as soon as possible and may be different arrangements for 

each class. 

Bike Ability was asked and this something they hope to be able to do in the future when 

circumstances permit. This led to the mention of safety, where there have been a small number of 

children in the Buckstone area, using electric scooters and some not even wearing helmets or 

showing lights. These are suggested as illegal (unless being used on private land with permission) 

and is this something the school could highlight? This would not be something the school can act on 

and if anyone has concerns, they should contact their local community police. 

A big thank you from Thom Campbell to Buckstone Primary for all their help & support with the Race 

for Life live assembly that was held on 19th February. Cancer Research donation page is active and 

so far, has raised £1634 for charity. Medals for the pupils taking part will be handed out at school 

after the event of 20th/21st March 

Clarification was made in regards to the parent focus group set up under the leadership of Mrs 

Conlin – this group would be focussing in the Anti-bullying / Equalities policies. Thanks to the reps 

who have volunteered so far 

Brian Chalmers was due to step down in August 2020, but has kindly stayed in post for continuity 

and support throughout these times. The post is a 3yr post and a great way to be directly involved in 

the school. 

Attendees were thanked and meeting was brought to close by Chair, Brian Chalmers 

Next Meeting:  THURSDAY 6TH MAY 2021 – time/details TBC 

 


