
 

Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 

Meeting Minutes of BPS Parent Council – Thursday 6th May 2021, 630pm-8pm, via MS Teams  

Parent Council Member Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Nicole Johnston, Alex Barratt, Andrew 

Black, Dawn Motion, Paul Cornish, Jen Cadger, Eve Scott, Hilary Brown, Claire Probert, Ruth Hann, 

Caroline Leburn. 

Other Attendees: Mrs Imrie, Miss Martin, Thom Campbell 

Minutes: Paul Cornish 

 

1. Chair Introduction & Approval of Previous Minutes 

Chair thanked all for attending the meeting via MS Teams video conferencing. A reminder that no 

recording of the meeting is permitted and personal issues/topics for own children not to be 

discussed. 

Brian (Chair) will be staying as chair in the interim, given the current circumstances for consistency 

and support. He has asked for any interested parties to advise and again reiterated of it being a fun 

position with excellent opportunity to be closely involved with the school. Further details in the 

minutes will follow. 

Previous minutes were approved / seconded. 

 

2. Mrs. Imrie’s Update 

Mrs. Imrie thanked & welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Mrs. Imrie highlighted that today was a working from home day for Pupils & Staff due to the Scottish 

Parliament Elections which shows that if the learning together plan needs to be put into action in the 

future in can be done quickly and effectively. 

With the slow easing of Covid restrictions in the country, it was important to highlight that changes 

on the school will be slow and will be under Health Protection Guidance. Maintaining the existing 

class bubbles the foreseeable future with remote learning available if required again. 

Mrs Imrie shared the details of Tuesday 4th May in service, which was a very good session for the 

Buckstone staff. Areas covered were the Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood (RSHP) Health 

and Wellbeing curriculum that is due to be implemented in the next academic year in August with 

parent reps being involved with this. A lot of work is ongoing with Equalities and Anti-bullying policy 

with Mrs Conlin leading with help of parent volunteers. 

Mrs. Imrie covered thinking ahead and what areas are being planned ahead of the summer for the 

next academic term. Class organisation, year groups, numbers and staff allocation are all being 

planned, these details will be communicated prior to the end of this summer term, and are unlikely 

to change over the summer break, unless there are any unforeseen changes.  

P4 & P6 class mixing are also being discussed on how they will best this may happen under the 

current circumstances, in-line with the existing policy of these year groups are changed at this point 



 

Over the summer break, there will be no access to the school or grounds due to planned 

refurbishments. These include a new boiler, window replacements, and the toilets in the upper area 

to be replaced. 

Front Entrance to the school is will be adapted to a holding space before entrants can come into the 

school for safety reasons. 

A question was asked in relation to the P1/P2 timings of staggered starts with it impacting the length 

of time waiting for other siblings at the end of the day. It was advised that no one should be waiting 

more than 40 mins between collecting siblings. If there are issues, please contact the school admin 

email address. The staggered starts are a temporary measure during these times and are subject to 

ongoing review. 

A further question with regards to this was raised in the context that in some primary schools this 

doesn’t happen and could longer lunches / breaks be implemented. The response was that this had 

been looked at when the school day timings were adapted a number of years ago involving staff and 

Parents. The consultation group felt then lunches could be too long and tried to balance it as best as 

possible with staff resourcing. 

Buckstone’s Got Talent winners are to be announced for 2021 shortly with Miss Martin and student 

leaders. Hopefully this will be able to take place in the school hall next time in 2022. 

 

3 Councillor Update – Scott Arthur 

Councillor Scott Arthur sent his apologies due to Elections being held on Thursday 6th May. 

 

4. Transitions 

The topic of the P7 pupil transitions to High School and from Nursery to P1 was discussed.  

Arrangements for Nursery children moving to P1 were looked at today and the logistics of the 

process. The use of the playground for this was discussed. 

P7s moving to High School is planned to be a virtual transition given current circumstances. Anna 

Martin will be discussing this further with Boroughmuir and communications will be sent over the 

next couple of weeks. It was highlighted that the virtual process is not just as straightforward as a 

MS Teams meeting for all, and will require careful planning to make sure all pupils are included 

within the process properly. 

Parents asked if further information could be given about the virtual arrangements. At the moment, 

we are waiting on information from the High Schools about what this will look like. Parents from last 

year’s Primary 7-year group shared what the transition experience was like for them last session. 

A point was raised by a meeting attendee with regards to Boroughmuir that they are working hard 

to make the transitions as best as possible for the pupils with a lot going on present with exams etc. 

They will be communicating out as well when possible, with how it will take place too. 

 



 

5. Race for Life – Mr Thom Campbell  

It was wished this extra point was added to meeting given the fantastic fundraising and hard work 

that Mr Campbell has put in to organising Buckstone’s part for the Race for Life. Mr Campbell 

wanted to also pass on his huge thank to everyone involved and taking part. Over £10,000 was 

raised, which will be increased to £12,000 with gift aid. Hopefully there will be 2022 event as well. 

 

6. New Buckstone Parent Council Chair process  

There ongoing discussions with names being put forward for interested parties to take up the 

position of Chair from Brian Chalmers who is in his 4th year of the role. There will be an 

announcement at the end of the school term of the interested parties and this will be put to a 

straight & transparent vote at the AGM 2020-21 meeting in September. One person will have one 

vote with the highest number of votes being offered the position. 

 

7. Residential Camps – Future Plans 

The topic of residential camps was discussed for the pupils as part of their outdoor learning skills. 

There are two plans in place, the first – an interim plan for the next P6 year group to be discussed 

and what can be done for them. An option that will guarantee something viable, but hopefully if 

situations improve, then can be something that grows bigger. The present P5 year group missed 

Broomlee this year due to restrictions.  

Secondly, a wider refresh plan to look at possible new options/locations/ideas of what would be 

good in the future. 

There have been P6 sleepovers in the school hall previously, these if possible, may be opened up to 

P5 & P7s too. 

The school is seeking volunteers for an Outdoor Learning Planning Committee which is open to all 

P3/4/5/6/7 parents 

Alex Barrett volunteered at this stage. 

 

8. School Football 

School Football training will start back 15th May at the Waterboard Field. Morven Langley will 

continue to check and monitor plans/changes. At present no competitions are being held in 2021 

due to part restrictions still in place. Homelink will have relevant updates where applicable. 

 

 

 

 



 

9. Finances 

No major income / outgoings to document at present given current circumstances. A couple of 

updates 

Income – Goose Chase monies of circa £1500 to be banked 

Outgoing - 2 clerk payments 

Existing balance of circa £16500, give an approximate balance of £18,000. 

The topic of requesting funds/donations to Buckstone from the Parent Council was raised and 

discussed. Last year each school class received and amount for books/school equipment and it was 

asked I this would be possible again? The pupils could again be asked what would be useful and that 

they would like that is class relevant.  

Specific requests for the following were made – Leaver’s book for nursery children, P7 yearbook and 

contributions to P7 leaver events. This was agreed in principle with details to be confirmed.  

P7 events were discussed, and there would be some parental contributions for P7 events. If food is 

going to be supplied, this would need to be brought in on an individual basis. Figures will be 

discussed with the school and treasurer to firm up figures. 

Unfortunately, there would not be able to be a Ceilidh band for the event at this stage.  An outdoor 

‘party playground’ theme was mentioned and could be viable with weather considered.  

P7 Parent groups have organised 2 external events and will liaise with the school to make sure there 

is no overlap in terms of dates/events organised. P7 parent reps advised that all P7 parents are 

available to help where possible at short notice with any event planning / logistics, which the school 

stated they were most grateful for this support. 

Any events held, will be held with what is viable now, and with the hope they can be extended at if 

possible if restriction easing allow.  (Health Protection Guidance) 

Chair reiterated that there are monies available for good causes in the school and the parent council 

will assist where possible. 

 

10. Fundraising 

Given the past lockdowns, and restrictions there has been little opportunity for fundraising. 

There is hope now that some plans can be made for the future which include; Halloween Disco, 

Uniform sales, Christmas Calendars & cards. Again, further hope there will be more normality in 

2022 for fundraising with the hope of a Spring Fair.  Fundraising team will meet with Mrs Imrie in 

due course to discuss further. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

11. Green Buckstone 

Green Buckstone activities are still ‘shut’ at present, but hopefully will come back on board when 

possible. 

 

12. Youth Club 

Buckstone Youth Club representative specifically asked for a steer from the School & Parent Council. 

The initial start-up would likely to be held in the Waterboard Field for outdoor activities. 

It was fully agreed that this is out with the school and as other outside activities for children are 

taking place that this can start whenever they wish to. Volunteers keen to start as possible, hopefully 

June. 

 

13. A.O.B 

Question of when LETTS in the school would be allowed, and at present no lets are being allowed at 

least until the end of June 2021. 

Question of P6 lunchtimes and if it was the case that no children could go outside until all the 

children had finished lunched. School advised in general yes, due to bubbles, but children were 

encouraged to eat in a reasonable time where possible so outdoor playtime was available as much 

as possible to. The logistics are genuinely managed as best as they can, but if there were any 

concerns to email the school with specific details and they will be happy to discuss. 

Next meeting will be in September 2021, AGM. 

There was a big thank you to the school for all they had done through these unusual and difficult 

times for the pupils and staff. There was a big thank you to the Parent Council for their continued 

support 

Attendees were thanked and meeting was brought to close by Chair, Brian Chalmers 

Next Meeting:  AGM – time/details TBC 

 


