
Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 

Meeting Minutes of BPS Parent Council AGM 2020/21 – Thursday 2nd Sept 2021, 630pm-8pm, via 

MS Teams  

Parent Council Member Attendees: Brian Chalmers (Chair), Nicole Johnston, Alex Barratt, Christine 

Stewart, Morven Langley, Paul Cornish, Jen Cadger, Hilary Brown, Claire Probert, Ruth Hann, 

Caroline Leburn, Margo Melotte, Helen Szoor-Mcelhinney 

Other Attendees: Mrs Imrie, Mrs Conlin, Miss Martin, Mr Greig, Miss Dowds 

Minutes: Paul Cornish 

 

1. Chair Introduction  

 

Chair thanked all for attending the meeting via MS Teams video conferencing. A reminder that no 

recording of the meeting is permitted and personal issues/topics for own children not to be 

discussed. MS TEAMs meeting will continue under present circumstance for probably a further 2 or 3 

meetings. 

Brian (Chair) chaired his final meeting as chairperson, where a vote will be held during the meeting 

for a successor. 

AGM Presentation topics were provided which were as follows 

Annual report 
Members and office bearers 
Accounts 
Meeting dates 
Mrs. Imrie’s update 
Normal Business 

 

2. Annual Report for Buckstone Primary School 

 

Chair presented a sequence of slides that covered the year’s events and activities. 

Covid 19 

• Resilience of pupils and teachers, along with parents and carers has been fantastic. 

• Amazing effort from all the school staff under very challenging circumstances. 

• 2nd lockdown may have been easier for some in respects as in what to expect, but still the 
adjusting to the new normal and constantly changing environment. 

• Online learning, Buckstone has done a fantastic job in this area, and have been particularly 
strong in the cluster area. 

 

 

 



 

 

Playground Plan of Works 

• A review was carried out of the playground and a number of areas were identified that need 
improvements. 

• Plan is to still produce a programme of work that will address all the impacted areas over the 
next 12 months – however, this is dependant on restrictions being fully lifted. 

• Volunteers will be required to assist with playground updates and small activities, like 
moving sand etc. 

• Money is available in the BPC funds for these planned works. 
 

Football Teams 

• School Football has started back on Saturdays at the Waterboard field. 

• From P3 – P7 

• The football is run by parent volunteers. 

• Morven Langley, football coordinator is in charge of the administration / finances for this 
and has worked very hard through these difficult times to keep it running smoothly and 
available wherever possible, a big thank you to Morven for all her efforts, and of course to 
the parent volunteers. 

 

Fundraising 

• Until things return to normal, there will be no school fairs taking place, these fairs have 
raised £3k-£5k historically. 

• However, the fundraising team are still busy working on ideas and there are plans in place 
for a Calendar, some pocket money toys for Christmas and also Christmas crafts in school. 

• Ran a very successful Goose Chase event. 

• The Uniform sales are also starting up again. 

• Always need more volunteers for the Organising committee and helpers for the events. 
 

Spending 

• Donation to all classes to buy Indoor Games/Equipment 

• Top area overhaul which looks fantastic in completion, hopefully the lower area will have 
similar upgrades/changes in the near future when possible. 

• School Parking Signs 

• Contribution to Christmas Parties 

• P7 Year Books 

• Nursery Year Books 

• P7 Party 
 

 

 

 



 

3 Members and Office Bearers 

 

The current Parent council members & vacancies are as follows 

  

Co-opted Members 

 

Class Reps are to be fully confirmed for the Academic year 2021/22 

  

A vote for the vacancy of Chair took place, each meeting attendee had one vote for the process. One 

nominee, Hilary Brown was voted in by all present and takes on the role with immediate effect. 

Vice-Chair was offered for nomination, but no attendees came forward at this stage. It was 

suggested that Chair reached out to other possible individuals in the wider Buckstone community for 

this position as it was understood there may be interested parties 

Well done and thank you to Hilary Brown. 

 

 

 



 

4. Accounts 

 

BPS Parent Council Final Accounts for 1st July 2020 to 30th June 2021 

Income & Expenditure Accounts 

(Includes City of Edinburgh Council funding contribution) 

Balance  £3321.20 

Previous year  £2880.80 

 

BPS Parent Council Final Accounts for 1st July 2020 to 30th June 2021 

Fundraising 

Balance sits at £18,793 in main account 

Approximately £12,500 available 

£2,500 towards Buckstone Football 

£1,200 towards Playground improvements 

£2,800 from Co-op grant for School eco-friendly projects 

 

 

5. Meeting Dates for Buckstone Parent Council Meetings 2021/22 

 

Autumn term  

• AGM Thurs 2nd September  

• Thurs 11th November 

Spring term  

• Thurs 20th January  

• Thurs 3rd March 

Summer term  

• Thurs 12th May 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6. Mrs Imrie’s session 2020/21 update  

 

 Mrs Imrie began with Buckstone Primary School slides showing their values and how they have 

related to the past year or so, specifically covering how fantastic the children, school staff, parents & 

carers have been throughout this period. This has really emphasized the resilience of all parties 

mentioned. 

Mr Thom Campbell was thanked for his brilliant efforts in organising and taking part in the Race for 

Life, with the monies raised going to Cancer Research. 

The Pumpkin Parade held last Halloween was a great success even during some restrictions. A 

number of slides were shown with some of the fantastic carvings. 

A warm welcome to new staff was given and also that the process is ongoing for the permanent 

deputy head teacher role, held previously by Mrs Henry. Brian Chalmers is involved in this a trained 

member of the parent council to be part of the recruitment process. 

Equality and Diversity is a main priority for the cluster schools. 

Mrs Imrie thanked the playground committee for the achievements so far and further works to be 

carried out as highlighted in the meeting earlier. 

Under Covid level 0, it was reminded we all need to be cautious, careful and considerate in our 

actions in, around and outside of school. 

Additional & temporary measures such as zones have been brough back given the spike in cases, but 

these will go as soon as possible, where class bubbles and contact limits will also be removed again. 

Mrs Imrie also advised that they hope to be able to have visitors allowed into the school in the near 

future, but this will be allowed at the appropriate time. 

Some further good news, where track & trace is now a warn & inform, with a lesser impact to 

contacts e.g., siblings. 

The lunch hall will have a phased return, along with the changing rooms. Singing will also be coming 

back too. 

A very big thank you from Mrs Imrie to the parent council for all of its fantastic efforts. There was a 

specific big thank you to the leaving Chair, Brian Chalmers for his huge support, leadership and his 

constructive and considered approach to all areas to help in the good cause of Buckstone Primary. 

Brian likewise, offered a big thank you to Buckstone for enjoyable time as chair and to all the staff 

and pupils. Brian also gave a big thank you to the members of the Parent Council for all their efforts 

and support for a fantastic school.  

 

 

 



 

 

7. Green Buckstone 

 

Christine Stewart gave a comprehensive overview and update of Green Buckstone. 

From 2019, there were over 43,000 crisp packets collected which equated to 210 kgs plus there was 

an additional 600kg of other recycling items collected. 

Green Buckstone is now back up and running with projects and recycling activities underway since 

restrictions have eased. 

Since 2019, the school & community have been involved in earning points under the TerraCycle 

recycling scheme. TerraCycle is eliminating the idea of waste by recycling the "non-recyclable”, such 

as school pens. Points earned have raised £1261, and has been used for items such as the multiple 

recycling bins that are in and around the school. 

A big thank you to John Dunn & staff of HomeHelp at the Buckstone shops with activities there 

starting back up and with a drop off point available again for recycling. 

Miss McGhee is the school staff leader of this program too. 

The next priority is to get school recycling e.g., Crisp packet recycling starting again, which was one 

of the original focus points of Green Buckstone. 

At the end of 2019/early 2020, there was £2500 received from the solar Co-op project for solar 

energy panels for the school. 

800 tree saplings where available for planting at the beginning of the March 2020 lockdown, and 

hoping these still can be planted. 

 

8. AOB 

 

There was an appeal to reaching out for class reps, and if anyone new would like to volunteer, please 

come forward as you would be most welcome 

Fundraising – further volunteers are needed – again, if anyone new would like to volunteer, please 

let us know. 

HomeLink will be used to promote / reach out for volunteers for the above. 

 

Attendees were thanked and meeting was brought to close by Chair, Brian Chalmers 

Next Meeting:  Thursday 11th November 2021 - time/details TBC 

 


