
 

Buckstone Primary School Parent Council 

Meeting Minutes – Thursday 3rd Mar 2022, 630pm-8pm, via MS Teams  

Parent Council Attendees: Hilary Brown (Chair), Nicole Johnston, Alex Barratt, Morven Langley, Paul 

Cornish, Alice Kirk, Brian Chalmers, Heather Thompson-Barker, Kathie Nicolson, Kathryn Finlay, 

Callan B  

Other Attendees: Mrs. Imrie, Miss. Dowds, Miss. Wyatt, Cllr Scott Arthur   

Apologies: Claire Probert (fundraising), Jennifer Baird (P3B rep), Helen Szoor-Mcelhinney 

Minutes: Paul Cornish 

 

1. Chair Introduction  

Chair thanked all for attending the meeting via MS Teams video conferencing. A reminder that no 

recording of the meeting is permitted and personal issues/topics for own children not to be 

discussed. MS TEAMs meeting will continue under present circumstances. 

Introduction by each attendee 

Previous minutes approved and seconded. 

 

2. Mrs. Imrie’s Update 

Mrs. Imrie thanked & welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Mrs. Imrie gave an overview of activities happening in the school. 

Buckstone’s Got Talent – the 4 finalists to be announced on Friday 4th March in assembly. 

Scottish writer’s week – winners to be announced on Friday 4th March in assembly 

World book day was today, which was great fun and many fantastic costumes worn by pupils and 

teachers alike. The library has re-opened with the P7s helping to organise and set up. In the Peach 

area, there is mobile shelfing for the books, and it is good to be in that area again. 

Equalities update – Mrs. Conlin and parent volunteers are meeting to discuss equalities programme 

and also reviewing books for classes for suitability / relevance. 

Mrs Imrie also thanked the school staff for their ongoing efforts during this time and for all of their 

hard work. There are still some higher levels of absence of staff which does make logistics tight and 

difficult to cover and do all we would wish to be able to do. Thank you to everyone for their on-going 

support and patience. 

 

 

 



 

3. Outdoor Education Update 

Meeting of the outdoor education committee where further discussions have taken place. 3 tiers are 

being examined. 

- In the school playground and what can be done. 

- The surrounding local area and what can be explored that would be relevant and interesting. 

- Residentials 

Information about the outdoor education program will be sent out to parents / carers and will ask 

for any advice, help and ideas for all of the above. Aim of involving all communities, equalities driven 

and finding good places to go. 

For the more local areas, walking distance would be the preference, but could look at public 

transport to places such as Swanston and Braidburn park. 

Volunteers would be required to go out with classes to assist (PVT registered and will have some 

training provided too)  

The committee will pull a database to co-ordinate activities and of helpers that can be used to 

organise effectively. 

Residentials currently utilise the facilities of Lagganlia, Benmore and Broomlee for P5-7s. Looking to 

have a more progressive view of potentially looking at 1-2 nights options for the class years of P5&6 

to give more opportunity and less time away. Other options are being looked at. 

Email to come out with further details on the above. 

Mrs. Imrie added that they are looking at options for 1 day event for P6’s in the summer term. 

In-house alternatives are also being looked at for pupils who may not, or who are not able to go on 

these residentials. 

The school will utilise staff resources as much as they can to assist with these activities wherever 

possible. 

 

4. Playground Committee update 

The committee is meeting on Friday 4th March with the school business manager, Mr. Greig, and 

Edinburgh council to discuss the playground area to formulate a plan of action. 

There are lots of areas in the playground to think about in terms of logistics & costs. 

It was asked if the school classes could be asked for their input of what things they would like to see 

in the short & long term. 

 

 

 

 



 

5. Earth Day Ideas  

Craig, Lyndsey and Carol are discussing ideas and will provide an information pack for the upcoming 

Earth Day, 22nd April 2022. 

The aim is to provide some activities, ideas and information for over the Easter Break that will be 

sent out as an attachment email on Friday 8th April. 

Miss. McGhee is the Eco rep in Buckstone Primary and would be happy to help. 

Further information can also be found at https://www.earthday.org/ 

 

6. Giraffe Trail/Red Nose Day/ raising funds for Ukraine/ library book helpers 

Giraffe Trail: Edinburgh Zoo is working with producers for Giraffe About Town / Giraffe Trail which is 

a large-scale public art event in Edinburgh in the summer of 2022. There was a similar event a few 

years ago for Oor Wullie. These colourfully decorated Giraffes will be placed in a number of locations 

in Edinburgh. A class has already said it is keen to get involved with the designs. 

Red Nose Day: Miss. Dowds will be meeting with P7s to explore what events and fundraising could 

be done for Red Nose Day 

Ukraine: Mr. McKeesick is leading the organising of fundraising events & activities for the people of 

Ukraine with the P7s. They have come up with a number of excellent ideas already.  

- Teddy’s Birthday event 

- Pupils wearing blue & yellow clothes with the idea of an ariel picture (by a drone if possible) 

to capture this. 

- Cake bakes 

- Football – a fundraising charity penalty shootout with a local and maybe well-known 

goalkeeper. 

- Ice Bucket Challenges 

- Pie splat – a member/members of staff to volunteer 

It would be hugely appreciated if any volunteers / parent helpers for this to please contact the 

school to help with the fundraising logistics. 

Library book helpers are needed to help go through old / duplicate / no longer required books or less 

suitable now for pupils. There were a number of volunteers who have said they will be happy to 

assist.  Oxfam would also be able to take boxes of books if required too.  

 

7. Covid Restrictions 

An informative introduction about covid restrictions was presented by Chair, for the topic that is 

questioned about when restrictions will ease at the school, like they are in other areas. Schools have 

tighter restrictions in place due the logistics and the impact outbreaks can still cause resulting in high 

absence levels for pupils & staff, or potentially lead to wider disruption that we have had in the past.  

 

https://www.earthday.org/


 

 

Each school is different, the layout, size and density within the school impacts on what can and can’t 

be done and unfortunately one rule cannot cover all schools. It was reiterated again that no one 

wants restrictions and the school has done and will do all within its power, within Council rules, to 

give as much freedom as possible. Moving forward, we will hopefully be in a position of an exit plan, 

which will need to take into considerations for pupils and staff. 

Mrs Imrie thanked the Chair for this introduction and gave a number of examples of the challenges 

they face including the 2m social distancing that is still operational and 6 staff members allowed in 

the staff room at any one time.  

On the positive side, the lunch hall will be opened up further and more areas and mixing in the 

playground is allowed. If there are cases, then relevant bubbles are re-introduced to restrict the 

spread.  

School assemblies are still not possible to have everyone at once in the hall and try to balance these 

as much as possible at present. 

Mrs Imrie also explained that an exit plan will take time, given it is 2yrs since the start of the 

restrictions. 

Staggered starts will remain as if they had to be reintroduced then they may have to come back very 

quickly which could be difficult for parents, carers and staff to logistically organise. 

Face masks were discussed, and although not mandatory in the playground, they are requested to 

be worn. A strong ask is that face masks should be worn if speaking with a staff member. 

A question was raised with regards to cleaners and what happens in terms of an outbreak and what 

actions are taken. 

It was advised that infection control cleaning was always present pre-covid. In terms of what 

happens at present, is the school is ‘fogged’ at the weekend to sanitise all surfaces and air space. 

Tables and chairs are cleaned before and after lunches, with all resources cleaned to. 

 

8. Fundraising 

Fundraising should pick up more in the spring & summer months, with hopefully a summer fair being 

organised. 

 

9. Green Buckstone 

So far in total over £1500 has been raised with circa 1000kg or recyclable waste being recycled. A big 

thank you to Christine and all involved in this ongoing commitment. Collection points are still 

available in HomeHub at the Buckstone shops. 

 

 



 

10: Finances 

Financials were covered of the recent activities 

- Ski Finances are in progress of being collected and actioned 

- Pocket money sales – A further £500 has been collected 

- Donations have been received of £85 

- 2 Clerk payments made totalling £80 

- Easy Fundraising £15 – web-based platform for cashback type fundraising. Other areas 

where legitimate cash back fundraising will be investigated to see if that can be used too. 

 

11. Cllr Scott Arthur 

Introduction from Cllr Scott Arthur represents the Colinton, Oxgangs & Fairmilehead ward. 

Scott pleased to hear restrictions easing and giving the school more freedom to do more of the 

‘normal’. 

Scott covered three of the areas that he was involved with a present in the ward. 

1 – Roadworks in Buckstone Crescent – appear to be upgrading/replacing services, but trying to 

establish what the issues are and the delays are proving difficult & slow to ascertain. Scott will 

continue to chase up. 

2 – Buckstone Park – designs that have been formulated by public requests are with the Parks 

department for review and ultimately costs and planning the of the desired upgrades. Seems to be 

progressing in the right direction. 

3 – Home to School Travel / Restrictions of Roads – not much further forward since the survey was 

issued in January. Scott will keep tabs on situation and provide updates when possible. 

A question was raised about the metal barrier at the end of the school path (exit route) and that 

there were bolt(s) missing. Pictures will be provided to Scott of the issue and he will pick up 

accordingly. 

 

12. AOB 

One question was asked in relation to the timing of the iPad devices being made available to school 

and if it would cover the clusters at the same time.  It was answered that the expectation is that the 

cluster schools should receive the devices at the same time, due December 2022. 

Attendees were thanked and meeting was brought to close by Chair, Hilary Brown 

Next Meeting:  Thursday 12th May 2022 - time/details TBC 


