
 

Buckstone Primary School Parent Council AGM 2021-2022 

Meeting Minutes – Thursday 25th August 2022, 630pm-730pm, Buckstone Primary School  

Parent Council Attendees: Hilary Brown (Chair), Alex Barratt, Paul Cornish, Morven Langley, Alice 

Kirk, Kathryn Finlay, Lynne Jones, Lorraine Unal, Karen Stewart, Kirsten Downing, Helen Szoor-

Mcelhinney 

 Other Attendees: Mrs. Imrie, Mrs. Conlin, Miss. Dowds, Mrs Cullen, Cllr Scott Arthur   

Apologies: Christine Stewart, Claire Probert 

Minutes: Paul Cornish 

 

1. Chair Introduction  

Chair thanked all for attending the meeting which was held in the new hall in Buckstone Primary 

school for the first time, and first face to face parent council meeting since Feb 2020. Next 2 

meetings via MSTEAMs, followed by final 2 meetings in school. Personal issues/topics for own 

children not to be discussed. Introduction other Parent Council members. Some members stepping 

down, so will be reaching out letters for further representatives. 

Overview of agenda 

Previous minutes approved and seconded. 

 

2. Annual Report 

Chair provided overview of last 12 months.  

Points made - due to established processes in place, 2nd lockdown was easier than the 1st, however, 

we cannot praise enough to staff, pupils and of course parents/carers who again were in 

exceptionally difficult circumstances. A huge amount of resilience has been shown again and 

continues as we return to normality. Within the cluster schools, it was highlighted that Buckstone 

had done really well with the online learning that became established. 

 

3.   Office Bearers & Committee Members 

A sequence of slides confirming current positions with the Parent Council were shown. 

Chair: Hilary Brown 
Vice-Chair: position available  
Treasurer: Alex Barrett  
Fundraising: Claire Probert 
Clerk: Paul Cornish 
Football co-ordinator: Morven Langley 
Second-hand uniform co-ordinator: Hannah Baillie 
Class Reps: one for each class 
 



 

Co-opted Members 

Susan Imrie - Headteacher 
Alison Conlin - Deputy Headteacher 
Anna Cullen- Deputy Headteacher 
Scott Arthur - City of Edinburgh Councillor 
Miss Dowds- Principal teacher 
Mrs Nicholson - Class Teacher Rep 
 
 
4. Class reps and parent groups 

Chair & Helen covered the topic of what is a class rep’s job and parent groups/involvement. 
 
Class representatives are there for a 2-way process so that any feedback, ideas or concerns can be 
fed back to the parent council for discussion and information from parent council can be conveyed 
to the class reps regarding current topics. 
Facebook & WhatsApp groups are used accordingly for communications from a class rep to their 
class community relaying & gather information. 
Class reps also attempt to promote the parent council, it’s purpose and benefits that being involved 
will ultimately help their children with events, extra equipment and overall support. 
 
Chair will be emailing out for recruiting - currently need reps for: 
 
Nursery, P1B, P1M and P1W  
P2D and P2NM 
P3B 
P4M & P4H 
P5TH 
 

Parent Groups 

Chair covered the types and importance of having parent & focus groups. 

There are a variety of groups that we have that look at areas of school life - from finance, to outdoor 
education, equity and residentials. 
The groups are made up of parents/carers and staff and have achieved many great things over the 
years. They’re open for anyone to join. 
If you have a passion for something, an interest or skill you could share or are just enthusiastic to be 
involved, that’s all we need! 
 
Current groups include: 
 
Equity group: making all areas of school life accessible, inclusive and affordable. Last session a 
dedicated contact was set up that be used anonymously to talk about any potential financial 
limitations. 
 
 
 
 



 
The Outdoor Education groups 
 
Concentrates on how school can use its local surroundings to enhance learning and is funding ‘grab 
bags’ full of resources needed. There’s now a database of parents/carers who can help with 
accompanying classes and a list of local places to visit. 
 
The other outdoor education group has worked hard to get days out and residentials back on the 
agenda for last session and created a progressive programme for moving on across P5-P7 
 
Playground Committee 
 
Morvan Langley, part of the playground committee gave an overview of their purpose, history and 
future plans. It was highlighted that this committee has been hugely restricted over the last 2yrs or 
so due to the covid restrictions and not being able to enter the playground to any great extent. 
 
They identified a number of areas that need improved and then worked with the children to find out 
what they would like to see in their playground. Ideas from the children have been storage 
equipment to give easy access to equipment and loose parts. Extra sports equipment and possible 
orienteering equipment (ideas at present). Football goals were a popular choice, but not really 
possible unfortunately due to space in the playground. 
 
Fundraising Committee 
 
A staggering total of £8909.07 was raised this year. 
This was done through a raffle, the Summer Fair, calendars, Christmas cards and selling pocket 
money toys. 
 
This year they are planning 2 discos, Winter and Summer fairs, and the Christmas cards 
 
Claire, our fundraising superstar, is looking for a replacement team - She is happy to have anyone 
shadow her over the first couple events of this session with a view to taking over after Christmas. 
 
The Buckstone Second Hand uniform is also a big contributor and requests can be sent to 
buckstonepsuniform@gmail.com 
 
Football 
 
A huge thank you to Morven Langley, who has been the Buckstone school football co-ordinator for a 
number of years, is stepping down. The previous P7’s boys coach, Duncan Wright is taking over the 
role, thank you to Duncan. 
 
 
Active Schools:  
 
Skiing at Hillend has been brought back with great success thanks to a parent group within the 
Parent Council 
Tony Segall from Active Schools is keen to get any volunteers who would like to run a club before or 
after school, like a running club or rugby on the waterboard.  If you’re interested, please let me 
know.  He can provide the training and the relevant PVG. 
 



 
 
 
Other ways to get involved - always need more volunteers for the Organising committee and helpers 
for the events!  
Please contact Chair or any parent council member or class representative. 
 
 
5 Mrs. Imrie’s Update 
 
 Welcomed all to the meeting and thank you for attending. There was a big thank you for the re-
vamp of the staff room and how much it was appreciated. It is also the 1st time that the staff have all 
been able to be in the staff room together since covid. 
 
A sequence of slides was shown of the 2021-22 activities that the pupils were involved with. 
Including Health week, Buckstone4Ukraine, BBC Children in Need, Red Nose Day, Race around the 
world and World book day. There were also slides of Langanlia, Buckstone’s got talent, and Scottish 
week. 
 
Staffing – Senior staffing team is all made up of permanent roles now. There are 3 new teachers, 

Miss McCormack (P6), Miss Hogg (P4) and Miss Croal (P1)  

A few slides were shown, Vision of Buckstone & Buckstone Nursery, Equality group and that all P6 & 

P7 pupils should have iPads by Christmas, and there will be more iPads available for P1 – P5s. 

 

6. Accounts 

Alex Barrett gave an overview of the 2021-22 accounts. 

Fair made around £1000 profit with a £6000 income, costing £5000 to run/organise. 

Xmas cards made £1100 which was all profit. 

Green Buckstone fundraising – a continued thank you to Christine Stewart and all her efforts. 

Football subs will be online payments in future 

Ski Club – discussions being held in terms of how it will progress & costs / payments 

Overall balance as it stands as funds is around £14000. 

 

7. Cllr Scott Arthur 

Introduction from Cllr Scott Arthur represents the Colinton, Oxgangs & Fairmilehead ward and is on 

a number of parent councils in the ward. 

Scott described his job which particularly feels the importance of the interface with schools - council 

- parents – local community. 

Scott commented the overall sees very few issues with Buckstone Primary school and is a very good 

school. 



 

Buckstone Park – Designs that have been formulated by public requests are with the Parks 

department for review and ultimately costs and planning the of the desired upgrades. Seems to be 

progressing in the right direction. The plans are expensive and budget is yet to be confirmed. The 

recent upgrade of Oxgang’s park was in the region of £100,000. But it was emphasised that 

Buckstone park does need money spent on it. 

 

8. AOB 

Email for recruiting/generating interest for class reps due to be sent out w/c 29th August. 

Next meeting dates: 

Tuesday, 1st November (Teams) 

Thursday 19th January (Teams) 

Tuesday 14th March (in school hall) 

Thursday 4th May (in school) 

Please do join our Facebook page - Buckstone Primary Parent Council! 

Attendees were thanked and meeting was brought to close by Chair, Hilary Brown 

 

Next Meeting:  630pm (tbc), Tuesday, 1st November 2022 (Teams) 

 


