
 

Buckstone Primary School Parent Council  

Meeting Minutes – Tuesday 1st November 2022, 630pm-745pm, MS Teams  

Parent Council Attendees: Hilary Brown (Chair), Alex Barratt, Paul Cornish, Claire Probert, Alice Kirk, 

Lynne Jones, Kirsten Downing, Julie Mackie, Rebecca Wright, Mike Anthony 

Other Attendees: Mrs. Imrie, Miss. Dowds, Mrs. Nicholson, Cllr Scott Arthur   

Apologies: Christine Stewart, Morven Langley, Duncan Wright 

Minutes: Paul Cornish 

 

1. Chair Introduction  

Minutes of the last meeting were approved by Hilary and seconded by Claire. 

 

Hilary started with a thank you to Claire and all the Halloween helpers for making the disco such a 

success. It was great to be able to hold an event like this again. 

 

2. Mrs. Imrie’s update 

The staff also wanted to add their thanks for the Halloween disco and echoed how lovely it was to 

have everyone back together again. Thanks also to Hilary for her help tidying the playground during 

the holidays.  

In school, there continue to be various staff absences so the senior leadership team are covering 

classes, which is great for them to work with the children but does mean that there is a delay in 

dealing with the management tasks. Mrs Imrie apologises for the disruption. They are recruiting for 

maternity cover for the nursery but otherwise, the school has a full complement of PSAs and 

teaching staff. 

October was Black History Month so if parents/carers are to be in school on Friday morning for the 

Drop-In session, please take a look around the school at all the various artwork relating to this. They 

will continue to focus on equalities and during the October in Service Day, the staff reviewed the 

anonymous results of the pupil wellbeing survey which was completed last session but the results 

have only just been received. Some interesting things came out of this survey so the staff will look 

at how they can improve pupil wellbeing going forward. 

 

Tomorrow, Wed 2/11/22, there are 2 Open Day sessions for families new to the school, one at 

9.30am and one at 2pm. Online registration for pupils starting school in August 2023 opened 

yesterday. 

 

On Friday 4/11/22, there is a Drop In session and Mrs Imrie and Hilary discussed holding a coffee 

morning at the same time so that parents/carers can find out more about the Parent Council. Hilary 

might need help to set-up/tidy-up but this would be a good opportunity to invite people to find out 

more/get involved.  



 

Claire also wondered whether this was an opportunity to put 2nd hand school uniform out also 

now that Hannah and Fiona had sorted everything out into boxes. With seasons changing, parents 

might be looking to pick up some bigger/warmer clothes from the 2nd hand stall. 

 

3.   Playground Update 

With regards to the Playground - there will be a separate meeting in the near future about this. In 

the meantime, there are 2 prongs to what is happening with the playground.  

We’ve had 2 Friday sessions and 3 sessions across the holidays to cut back, weed, tidy and plant. Aim 
is to get it all organised so that it’s easier to maintain going forward.  
 
The P7 raised wooden area desperately needs attention, so we’re looking for helpers to come and 
cut back hedges etc.  
 
Drainage near P1 and P2 doors will be dealt with by the Council and then it will need to be 
maintained to avoid such big blockages.  This is somewhat unavoidable with the sand pit being 
where it is!  
 
As there are Council limitations on what the janitor can do, this is a plea to all reps to get as many 

people involved as possible as this is a continuous job. Mike Anthony volunteered the use of hedge 

trimmers and other equipment next time there is an out of hours clear up. 

There will be a meeting soon for the Playground Committee who will discuss further things to do to 
the playground.  We need some more people to join the committee!  
 

4. Outdoor Education Update 

Building on the work carried out during the previous school year, the Outdoor Learning Team have 
had a great response from parents who wish to volunteer and have a solid list of volunteers for the 
school to refer back to and use. There are volunteers for each day of the week.  
 
The 8 “Grab n Go boxes” have now been put together and are with school and two “Grab n Go 
bags”.  These are filled with ropes, tarpaulins, magnifying glasses, clipboards, pens, chalks, skipping 
ropes and other things that they can use as and when they want to go out into the surrounding 
areas.  
 
Some parents are still in the process of obtaining their PVGs but this should be well on the way. 
Packs with outdoor learning resources have been prepared and are now available for teachers / staff 
to use on such excursions. Alice Kirk has been working on putting together a list of people who can 
volunteer and their availability.  There was an initial training session for outdoor education – half an 
hour duration, which was well attended and could easily be held again for other interested 
parents/carers.  
 
Forms like the PVG and volunteer forms are available from the office.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
5 Family Support Update 
 
The Senior Leadership Team and all the staff at Buckstone are very conscious of the current 
economic situation and want to ensure that finances are never a barrier to any learning experience.   
 
To that end, they have now introduced a form that can be accessed and filled in and sent 
anonymously which will go direct to the SLT and not via the office.  They will then call back.  
 
As much as they are able, school are trying, moving forward, to offer as long lead times as possible 
for payment for big events such as day trips, camps and P7 camp.  They appreciate that this wasn’t 
possible for the days at Bonaly as there were time constraints on when the day had to happen/ the 
finance had to be used by.  
 

6. Lost Property 

Lynne and Karolina have offered to go in and sort through the mountain of lost property in 

school.  Named items will be returned wherever possible and the rest sorted out and displayed at 

regular intervals on a clothing rail outside the office.   

This is something we will need people to help with, so please contact your rep if you could spare an 

hour or so every few weeks.  

 

7. Christmas Arrangements 

Christmas arrangements are still being finalised, but traditionally, Parent Council provide the 
funding/partial funding for the following:  
 

• Gifts for the nursery children  

• Christmas tree for school  

• Christmas parties P1-3  

• Pantomime/cinema trip for P4-7  
 

8. Fundraising – Claire Probert 

Halloween disco was a huge success with 375 children out of a possible 425 attending. 
  
Christmas Fair will be held on Friday 24th November.  Claire Probert, our head of Fundraising will be 
creating an online rota system in the coming weeks, but we are looking for as many volunteers as 
possible to offer up an hour of their time to either help set up, run a stall or area or tidy up at the 
end.   
 
A decision had been made to run one fair on a Saturday morning (summer one) and the winter one 
being on a Friday afternoon, to accommodate everyone.  
 
Claire will be stepping down at the end of this session, so we will need a new team to carry on the 
success of fundraising at Buckstone.  
 



 

9. Green Buckstone – Christine Stewart 

Christine Stewart through her initiative Green Buckstone has raised £1935.20 for the school since 
starting this project in 2019 with the ongoing and highly appreciated support of Buckstone Home 
Hub. 
 
A collection of eco books were added to the school library thanks to a £250 grant from the Solar 
Cooperative Community Benefit Fund.  
 
Some of the pupils have been involved green Buckstone with them having interviews for what they 
could bring to the project, and have been selected to help from these– the kids have been great – 
well done. 
 

10. Finances – Alex Barrett 

Alex Barrett, Treasurer has confirmed that our summer fair boosted our funds tremendously and we 

agreed that whilst we need to keep some in reserve, it would be nice to finance a ‘big ticket’ item for 

the school/playground as we’ve not done this for a couple of years due to the pandemic.   

Fair made around £1000 profit with a £6000 income, costing £5000 to run/organise. 
Uniform sales have made around £200t. 
Green Buckstone fundraising – a continued thank you to Christine Stewart and all her efforts. 
Football subs have raised £3300, for 110 pupils, goals have been purchased at £550 
Ski Club – discussions being held in terms of how it will progress & costs / payments 
Overall balance as it stands as funds is around £14000. 
 

11. Councillor Scott Arthur 

No update for this meeting 

 

12. AOB / Next Meeting Dates 

Question on active schools was raised in terms of locating activities for Buckstone, these were 

advised as cluster to based and to speak with Tony Segal for information. 

Next meeting dates: 

Thursday 19th January (Teams) 
Tuesday 14th March (in school hall) 
Thursday 4th May (in school hall) 
 
Please do join our Facebook page - Buckstone Primary Parent Council! 

Attendees were thanked and meeting was brought to close by Chair, Hilary Brown 

Next Meeting:  630pm (tbc), Thursday 19th January 2023(Teams) 

 


